














might have increafed the number of our pages, if we 
not been careful in the choice of authors, feveral of 
with incredible tales. weed sa 5 
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If" weighing thirty fix flone.” We think Such authors 
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tONFUCT UMS: 


HIS celebrated Chinefe philofopher ee 
born in the kingdom of Lou, which is.at 
re, prefent in the province of Chan Long, in the 
twenty-firft year of the reign of Ling. vany 
the twenty-third emperor of the race of ‘I'cheou, five. 
hundred and fifty-one years before the birth of Chrift. | 
He was contemporary with Pythagoras, and a 
fore Socrates. He was but three years old, when ‘he 
Jott his father Tcho Icang hé, who had enjoyed the, 
thigheft offices of the kingdom of Long; but lefy no 
[eis other inheritance to his fon, except the honour of 


| fcending from Ti ye, the twenty-feventh emperor 


7 
“named was Ching, and who fprung originally 
illuftrious family of the Yen, lived onc and twenty } | 
hufband, Epotacim fa not 
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ped him moft, was his Eaceempiel and "exalted 
ipicty. He honoured his relations ; he endeavoured in 
all things to imitate his grandfather, who was then 
alive in China, and a moft holy man: and it was ob- 
fervable, that he never eat any thing, but be proftrated 
hiimfelf upon the ground, and offered it fi{t to the fue 
| preme Lord of heaven. 

‘One day, while he was a child, he heard his grand- 
| father fetch a deep figh; and going up to him wah 
/ many bowings and much reverence, ‘* May I prefume, 
| “fays he; without lofing the refpe& 1 owe you, to in 
“quire into the occafion of your gricf? perhaps y 
| fear that your pofterity thould degenerate from 
| # vine, and difhonour you by their vices.” Wi 
is thought into your head, fays. Coum tfe to him 
\dwhere have you learnt to {peak after this manner 
yourfelf, replied Confucius; 1 attend diligent 
a You every time you fpeak; and I have oft 
you fay, chat a fon, who does not by his vii 
th we fupport the glory of his anceftors, does not di 
~# feeve to bear their name.” After his geandfathcr’ 
death, Contucius applied himfelf to Tcem fe, a 
brated doctor of his time ; and under the direGion 
_ fo great a mafter, he foon made a valt progrels into an} 
| which he confidered .as the fource, from 
yy Fall’ geduine knowledge was to be deawn. ‘Thit 
_ Tove of the ancients very nearly colt him his life, wher 

| em ‘mot more than fixteen years of age. 
one day about the Chinefe bok with « 
vet, i resinrn ei thought thea anh 
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“ cheaply of them, could they comprehend them of 
\ themfelves. This fubordination of fpirits, by which * 
“the ignorant are dependant upon the knowing, is 
“very ufeful, and- even neceflary in fociety,. Were 
“ all families equally rich, and equally powerful, there 
“ could not fubfift any form of goverriment ; but there” 
“ would na yet ftranger diforder, if all men 
“« were equally knowing, viz. every one would be for 
“ governing, and none would think themfelves obli+ — 
Aged to obey. Some time ago, added Confucius, an 
“ ordinary fellow made the fame obfervation to me a- 
“ bout the books as you have done, and from fwch a | 
“ one indeed nothing better could be expected 2/bub 
“ T admire that you, a dodtor, fhould thus be, | 
¢ 
| 












“ fpeaking like one of the Jowett of the people,” © 
rebuke had indeed the good effect of fil 
mandarin, and bringing him to a better opinion 
learning of his country; yet vexed him fo at the 
fame time, 23 it came from almoft a boy,’ that he 
had revenged it by violence, if he had not beeaigmes 
vented. 

Ar the age of nineteen yout Confucius took a wife, 
who bropght him.a fon, called Pe yu. This fons died 
at fifty, but left behind him a fon called ‘Tfou tle, why 
in imitation of his grandfather, applied himfelf intires 
i sateer or siete van seis ies 

the highett « offices of the empire. Aoakonten 





“fay the Chinefe, bur that ne aight 0 fen from all 
incumbrances and connedions, and at Jiberty. tO pro- 
pagate his philofophy thranghoutthe empire, At the 
* ge of twenty-three, when he had gained a confidera- 
Ble ke ge of antiquity, and acquainted himfelf 
‘with the laws.and cuftoms of his-country, he began to 
"Project a {cheme for a general reformation; for then 
‘every province of the empire was a diftinét kingdom 
_ which had its particular Jaws, and was goyerned by a 


ce. 
Do fay the truth, all the little kingdoms depended 
| wponthe emperor, but it often happened that the ime 
authority was not able to keep them within the 
oftheir duty: Every one of thefe kings was 
in his dominions; they levied»taxes, impofed 
difpofed of dignities and offices, declared war 
théir neighbours when they thought proper, 
eeeeties became formidable to the emperor him- 


; NFUCIUS wifely Perfuaded, thas the people could 

i never be happy, fo long as avarice, ambition, voluptue 

| uilitels, arid falfe policy thould reign in this manner, 
f sell to preach up a fevere morality 5 ant accord 
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were goreobby kia counfels, and the pitied 
renced him as a faint. He was offered feveral high 
offices in the magiftracy, which he fometimes accepted 5 
but never from a motive of ambition, which he was 
not atall concerned to gratify, but always with.a view 
of reforming a corrupt ftate, and amending «man« 
kind: forthe never failed to refign thofe officesy:as fon 
as he perceived that he could be no longer ufefalein 
them. Thus for inftance he was-raifed’to a confideras 
ble place of truft in the kingdom of Louy atc nye 
tive country; where he bad not exercifed bid” 
above three months, when the court and) 
through his counfels and management, were 
FFite wnother thing. He corrected many |frauds. 
abufes in the mercantile way, and reduced the: | 
and meafures wo theie proper ftandaril. He incule 
cated fidelity and candour among the men, and éxbott. 
ed the woman to chaftity anda fimplicity of mannersy 
By fuch methods he wrought a general reformationy 
and eftablithed every where fuch concord and uaaniaitys 
that the whole kingdom feemed as if it were psec 
great-family. © - wht 

Tue neighbouring princes began to be "jade 
They eafily perceived, thata king, under the codiifely 
of fach a man as Confucius, would quickly “render, 
himfelf too powerful ; fince nothing can makesa ftate_ 
flovrith more than good order among the memberi, 
and an exact obfervance of irs Jaws. Alarmed= ap 
this, the king of TG afflembled his minifters to: 3 
der of methods, which might put a ftop to 1 
of this new government 5 and after fome 
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eyin and and were ince 
fes of all thole et gee 
might pleafe and captivate the heart. ‘Thefe, under 
the pretext of an embafly, they. prefented:to the king 
of Lov, and to the grandees of his court. The pre~ 
fent was joyfully received, and had its defired effect. 
The artsyof good government were immediately ne- 
igleéted, and nothing was thought of, but inventing 
‘ new pleafures, for the entertainment of the fair ftran- 
gers. In thort, nothing was regarded for fome mouths 
but fealting, dancing, thows, &c. and the court was 
intirely diffolved ins Juxury and pleafure. Confucius 
had forefeen all this, and endeavoured to prevent it by 
advitimg the refufal of the prefent; and he now fi 
WoGperto tuke of the delufion they were fallen into, 
bad to bring men back to reafon and their duty, » But 
wh his endeavours proved ineffectual: there was “no= 
thing t0.be done: and the feverity of the philofopber, 
whether hie would or noj was obliged to give way to 
the overbearing fathion of the court. Upon which 
he immediately quitted his employment, exiling bim- 
felf at the fame time from his native country; to try 
if he -covld find im other kingdoms minds and 
difpofitions more fit to’ relith and purfec bis miax- 
ims. ~ 
He paffed through the kingdoms of TG, Guci, and 
‘Tfon, but met with infurmountable difficulties every 
where. He had the misfortune to live in times, 
when rebellion, wars, and tumults raged throughout 
the empire. Men had no time to liften to his philo- 
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racies were formed againit his life ; to, which may be 
added, that bis negleét of his own interefts had reduced 
him to the extremeft poverty. Some philofophers a» 
mong his\ contemporaries were fo affected with the 
terrible ftate of things, that they had ruflicated thems 
{elves into. the mountains and deferts, as the only 
places where happinefs could be found; and, would 
have perfuaded Confucius to have followed them, Bur, 
“Tam a man, fays Confucius, and cannot exclude 
“ myfelf from the fociety of men, and confort with 
“ beafts, Bad as thé times are, I thall do all I can 
*« to recall men to virtue :. for in virtue are all things, 
“and if mankind would but once embrice it, and fub- 
“mit themfelves to its difcipline and, laws, they 
“would not want me or any, body elfe to inflruct 
“them. Ie is the duty of a good man, firlt to pere 
“ feet himfelf, and then to perfec others, Human 
“nature, faid he, came to us from beaven pure and 
‘ perfe&ts but in. procefs of time ignorance, the pats 
“ fons, and evil examples have corrupted it, Alb 
“ confilts in reftoring it to. its primitive beauty 3 and 
“to be perfect, *we mult re-afcend to that point, from 
‘which we have fallen. Obey heaven aril follow 
‘* the orders of him who governs it. Love) your 
“neighbour as yourfelf. Let your reafon, and not 
“* your fenfess be the rule of your conduat 5 for 
“* reafon will teach you to think wifely, to {peak pru= 
“ dently, and to behave yourfelf worthily upon all oc- 
+ © calions.” 

Conrucsus in the mean time, though he had with- 
drawn himfelf from kings and palaces, did not ceafeto 
travel about, and do what good he could among the 
people, and among mankind in general. He had 
ten. ia his mouth the mee and examples of 
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antient heroes Yao, Chun, Yu, Tfchin tang, Ven fan, 
fo that they were thought to be all revived in the per- 
fon of this great.man. We fhall not wonder there- 
fore,’ that be profelyted a great number of difciples, 
who were inviolably attached to his perfon. He is 
faid to have had ct leat three thoufand 5 feventy- two 
of whom were diitinguifhed above the reft by their fue 
Perior attainments, and ten above them all by their 
comprehenGve view and perfedt knowledge of his whole 
philofophy end dechines. He divided his difciples 
into four claiics, who applied themfelves to cultivate 
and propagate his philo‘ophy, each according to his 
particular diftinction, ‘The firft clafs were to improve 
their minds by meditation, and to purify their hearts 
by virtue; and the molt famous of this clafs were Men, 
Tiee, Ac kien, Gen pe micou, Chung kong, Yen 
yuen. ‘The fecond were to cultivate the arts of rea- 
foning juflly, and of compofing elegant and perfua- 
five difcourfes: the moft admired among ihefe were 
Tfai ngo, and Tfou kong. The ftudy cf the third 
clafs was to learn the rules of good government, to 
give an idea of ic to the mandarins, and to enable 
shem to fill the public offices with honour: Gen yeu 
and Ki low excelled herein. The laft clafs were con- 
cerned in delivering the principles of morality ina con- 
cife and polithed ftile to the people: and among thefe 
Tfou yeu, and Tfou hia, deferved the higheft praifes. 
Thefe ten chofen difciples were, as it were, the flower 
of Confucius’s {chool. 

He fent fix hundred of his difciples into different 
parts of the empire, to reform the manners of the peo- 
ple; and not fatisfied with bencfiting his own country 
only, he made frequent refolutions to pafs the feas, 
and propagate his doctrine to the fartheft part of the 
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world. Hardly any thing can be added to the purity 
of his morality. He feems rather to fpeak like a doc- 
tor of a revealed law, than ike a man who had ‘no light, 
but what the law of nature afforded him: and what. 
convinces us of his fincerity is, that he taught as for- 
cibly by example as by precept. In fhort, his gravi- 
ty and fobriety, his rigorous abftinence, his contempt 
af riches and what are commonly called the goods of 
this life, his continual attention and watchfulnefs o- 
ver his a¢tions, and above all, that modefty and humi; 
iity, which are not to be found among the Grecian 
jages ; all thefe, I fay, would almoft tempt one to be- 
thewe, that he was not a mere philofopher formed by 
reafon only, but a man infpired by God for the re~ 
formation of the world, and to check that torrent of 
alclatry and fuperflition, which was going to over= 
fpread that particular part of it, Confucius is faid to 
have lived fecretly three years, and to have fpent the 
hacer part of his life in forrow. A few days before 
bis loft ilInefs, he told his dirciples with tears in’ his 
eyes, tHat he was overcome with grief at the fight of 
the diforders which prevailed in the empire» The 
“ mountain, faid he, is fallen, the high machine is de« 
“ mofithed, and the fages are all fled.” His mean- 
ing was, that the edifice of perfection, which be had 
endeavoured to raife, was intirely overthrown, He 
began to languith from that time, and the feventh day 
before his death “ The kings, faid he, reje€t my maxe 
jms; and fince 1am no longer ufeful on the carthy. 
 T nay as well leave it.” After thefe words he fell 
intoa lethargy, and at the end of feven days expired 
in the arms of his difciples, in the feventy-tbird year 
of his age. Upon the firft hearing of his death, Ngai: 
cong, who then reigned in the kingdom of Lou, couldi- 
AS 
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not refrain from tears: The Tten is not fatisfied 
“‘ with me, cried he, fince it has taken away Confu- 
“ cius.” In reality, wife men are precious gifts witt 
which heaven blefles the earth; and their worth is 
never fo well known, as when they are taken away, 
Confucius was lamented by the whole empire, which 
from that very moment began to hunour him asa fing; 
and eftablithed fuch a veneration for bis memory, as 
will probably laft for ever in thofe parts of the world. 
Kings have built palaces for him in all the provinces, 
whither the learned go at certain times to pay him ho- 
mage, There are to be feen upon feveral edifices, 
saifed in honour of him, inferiptions in large chasse 
ters, To the great mafter. To the head doctor. To 
the faint. To him who taught emperors and kings, 
They built his fepulchre wear the city Kio fou, 
on the banks of the river Su, where he was wort 
to affemble his difciples ; and they have fince inclofed 
it with walls, which look like a {mull city to this very 
day. 

Conrucius did not truft altogether to the memory 
of his difciples for the pieiervation of his philofophy, 
but he compofed feveral books: and though thele 
books were gicatly admized for the doctrines they 
contained, aud the fine principles of morality they 
taught, yet fuch was the unparalleled modefty of 
this phiofopher, that he never allumed the leaft ho- 
nour abour them. He ingenuoufly owned, that the, 
doctrine was not his own, but was much more an- 
cient; and that he has done nothing more than col- 
Je€ted it from thofe wile legiflators Yao and Chun, 
who lived fifteen hundred years before him. Thefe 
books are held in the highcit eftcem and venera- 
tion, becaufe they contain all that he had colledted 
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relating to the ancient laws, which are looked up 
on as the moft perfect rule of goverament. - The 
number ‘of thefe claffical and canonical bovks, for 
"fo it feems they are called, is four, The firit is 
iutied, Ta Hio, the grand {cience, or the {chool of 
the adults. It is this that beginners ought to ftu- 
dy firlt, becaufe it is, as it were, the porch of the 
temple of wifdom and virtue. It treats of the care 
we ought to take in governing ourfelves, that we 
may be able afterwards to govern others: and of 
perfeverance in the chief good, which, according 
to him, is nothing but a conformity of our aétions 
wo tight reafon. The author calls this book ‘Ta Hioy 
or the gfand fcience, becaufe it was chiefly defigned 
for princes and grandecs, who ought to govern their 
people wifely. ‘ ‘Ihe whole fejence of princes, fays 
“‘ Confucius, confills .in cultivating and perfect- 
ing the reafonable nature they have received from 
Tien, and in reftoring that light and primitive 
clearnefs of judgment, which bas been weaken 
ed and obfcured by various paflions, that it may 
be afterwards in a capacity to labour the perfec~ 
tions of others, To fucceed then, fays be, we 
fhould begin within ourfelves ; and to this end 
it is neceflary to have an infight into the nature 
of things, and to gain the knowledge of good 
and evil; to determine the will towards a love 
of this good, and an hatred of this evil: to pre= 
ferve integrity of heart, and to segulate the mans 
ners according ¢o reafon.. When a man has thus 
renewed himfelf, there will be lefs difficulty in re- 
newing others: and by this means one {ces concord 
** and union reigning in families, kingdoms governed. 
AG. 
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according to the laws, and the whole empire enjoy 
® ing peace and tranquillity.” 

Tue fecond clailical or canonical book is called 
chong Yong, or the immutable mean; and treats 
of the mean, which ought to be obferved in all things. 
Tchong fignifies means, and by Yong is underftood 
‘that which is conftant, eternal, immutable. He un- 
dertakes to prove, that every wife man, and chiefly 
thofe who have the care of governing the world, fhould 
follow this mean, which is the eflence of virtue. He 
enters upon this fubjeét by defining human nature, 
and its paffions; then he brings feveral examples of 
virtue anil picty, as fortitude, prudence, and filial 
duty, which are propo!ed as fo many patterns to be 
imitated in keeping this mean. In the next place he 
fhews, that this mean, and the practice of it, is the 
right and true path, which aavife man fhould purfue, 
in order to obtain the higheft pitch of virtue. The 
third book, Yun lu, or the book of maxims, is a col- 
Je@ion of fententious and moral difcourfes, and is di+ 
vided into twenty articles, containing only queftions, 
anfwers, and fayings cf Confucius and his difciples 
on virtue, good works, and the art of governing well; 
the tenth article excepted, in which the difciples of 
Confucius particularly defcribe the outward deport: 
ment of their mafter. ‘There are fome maxims and 
moral fentences in this cclleétion, equal to thofe of 
the feven wife men of Greece, which have always 
deen fo much admired. ‘I'he fourth book gives an 
idea of a perfect government ; it is called Meng Tice, 
or the book cf Mentius; becaufe, though numbered 
among the claflical and car:onical books, it is more 
properly the wack of his ditciple Mentius, To thefe 
four books they add two others, which have almoft an 
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equal reputation ; the firft is called Hiao king, that 
is, of filial reverence, and contains the anfwers which 
Confucius made to his difciples Tfeng, concerning 
the refpect which is due to parents. ‘fhe fecond is 
called Sias Hio, that is, the fcience, or the fchool of 
children; which is a colle€tion of fentences and ex- 
amples taken from ancient and modern authors. They 
who would have a perfect knowledge of all thefe 
works, will find it in the’Latin of father Noel, one of 
the moft ancient miffionarfes of China, which was 
printed at Prague in the year 1714. 
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General Description of the Empire of Cuina. 


EGOTHHINA, by the weltern Monguls called 
ee Catay ; by the Mancheoux Tartare, Ni+ 
C G® can Kouran; and by the Chinefe, Tchong 
koué; and the firft royal family, who car- 

ried their vidtorious arms weftwarg, caufed 

it to be called ‘Ifin, or Tai tfin, whence the Latins 
call it Sina; the Englith and Spaniards, China ; the Irae 
Jians, Cina; and the Germans, Tfchina; is fituated an 
the moft eaftern verge of the Afiatic continent, and 
bounded on the north by Ealtern and Weftern Yartary, 
from which it is divided by its prodigious wall, and part- 
ly by inacceffible mountains. On the eafl it is bound- 
ed by the Eaftern Ocean, weft by part of the Mogul'e 
empire, and India beyond the Ganges; and fouth part- 
ly by the kingdoms of Luo, Fonquin, Hoa, and Cochia- 
Chita, and partly by the Southern Ocean or Indian Sea, 
which flows between itand the Philippine Ifands. && 
extends in latitude from‘go to almoft 43 degrees, vias 
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from north to fouth about fourteen hundred miles. And 
from eaft to weit it reaches from ninety eight to one 
hundred and twenty three, fo that its breadth from eaft to 
welt is about twelve hundred miles. But to take it in 
its utmoft extent either in length or- breath, the former 
muft be taken from its north-eaft frontier of Xai yven, 
in the province of Lyaouton, to the laft city of the pro- 
vince of Youn nam, called Chyen tyen, Kioun min 
fou; and then its greateft length will be one thoufand 
fix hundred Englith miles’; and if to thefe be ftill ad- 
ded the Ifland of Hay nan, (which belongs to China) 
on the fouth of the province of Quan tong, two degrees 
more may be added, and we mutt reckon from the 18th 
degree inftead of the 20th, fo that fuch its extent will 
he one thoufand eight hundred miles. Its breadth 
Nikewife may be reckoned to a much -greacer extent, 
viz. from the town of Nimpo, a fea port in the pro- 
vince of Che kian, to the utmoft boundary of Su chuen, 
it will amount to one thoufand two bundied and fixty 
miles. As to the whole empire of China, it now ‘ap- 
pears to lic under the fecond, third, fourth, fifth, and 
part of «the fixth climates; fo that its longeft days are 
34 hours and 45 minutes, and the fhorteft 43 hours 
16 minutes, and its air is various, according as it draws 
nearer to or farther from the fouth. In general huw- 
tver the country is moftly temperate, fave towards the 
north, where it is intolerably cold, not fo’-much from 
the Gtuation as from the ridges of mountains that run 
along thofe parts, and are exceflive high, and common- 
ly covered with deep {nows, Even in thofe parts which 
tun under the tropick, the winds that blow thither from 
‘Tartary render winter exceeding cold, China is reckon- 
ed by moft people to have been the country of the an- 
tievt Sine, mentioned by Piglemy, and fo called from 
‘mic of its antient monarchs named Chin or Cina, wha, 
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aviour’s birth. But it juftly boats a much older 
ate. And though it might receive a name from that 
fmonarch, it in all likelihood had many before; for it 
is a maxim here, when the government falls from one 
family to another, the firft prince of the new always 
gives his name to the whole country. We are told 
there have been no lefs than twenty-two fuch families, 
who have thus altered its name. See the following table, 


bc to have reigned here above fifty years before our 

















Families Emp. of that Years of that 
of Family Family's Re 
1. Hia 7 458 
2. Xam —— 28 1644 
3: Cheou ——— 35 —— = 8493 
4 Chin —— 3 —— 43 
5. Han —— 27 —— «426 
6. Hav han——— 2 —_— 44 
7. Chin WI. ——— 15 —— 155 
8. Soum  ——— 7 —. 59 
9 Chi ———~ 5 
to. Lam ——~ 4 —_— 55 
ay. Kin ——— 5 — it 
12. Soui 3 —_—_— 290 
13. Tam = ——— 20 -_—— By 
14. Heou cam ——~ 2 — 40 
15. Heoutam ——~ 4 13 
16. Heou chin —~ 2 oa 
17. Heon han 2 4 
18. Eleoucheon—— 3 9 
fg. Soum I, —— 18 329 


20. Yoven ———~ 9g —_— 
at. Mim ——— at — 276 


82. Chim ae 2 
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Tue Chinefe, imagining the earth to be fquare, rec+ 
kon their country in its center. The Indians, we are 
told, called it Chin from one of the kings above men 
tioned. Butfome think rather it hadthat name on aecount™ 
of its fine produce, &c. of filk, called in their language 
Chin. The proud Chinefe look upon all the reft of 
the world as barbarians. In their maps they reprefent 
their empire as by far the large, and the reft promif- 
cuous about it, and lefs than the {malleft of their own 
provinces, affixing to them ridiculous names, viz. the 
kingdom of Dwarfs, of Women, of Monkeys, &c., and 
do the like in defcribing them. ‘hey reckon there are 
about feventy two kingdoms in the world befides their 
own, which they ftick up in their maps, like but {S 
many nutthells, or little ifles round.it in the fea; or 
like fo many little fcattcred Satellites attending their 
own Grand Planet. Tartary, Japan, Tunkin, and Co- 
rea, they call barbarian, and all the reft much worfe, 
and reprefent the inhabitants as rude, brutith, ugly, 
and more monftrous than baboons. But fince the Je- 
fuits firft landed there, and gave them a better notion, 
and convinced them they were fo much better afto- 
nomérs and mathematicians than they, it hath made 
them lower théir creft in fome meafure, The difco- 
very of this remote and opulent country by the Porte- 
guefe, about two hundred years ayo, dazzled the eyes 
of thofe firft difcoverers. It was indeed in fome mea- 
fure known to the antients-under the name of Xeres; 
and fome trailick was carried on between them 5 but the 
valt fandy defarts and inacceflible mountains between it 
and India, its great .diftance from Europe, and the old 
Chinefe policy not to admit flrangers among them, nor 
fuffer their own pecple to go into other countries, made it 
impofble for either Greeks, Romans, or other nationgon 
this.Gide the Ganges, to koow any thing of this coun- 
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or inhabitants, except what they gueffed by com~- 
odities brought thence, and which were few, in com- 
arifon of what is now exported. As the Chinefe divided 
¢ whole heaven into 28 conftéllations, fo do they 
eit country into twenty-eight provinces, each of the 
Jatter under one of the former, without leaving one of 
hem for the reft of the globe. ‘Chey have indeed at 
length condefcended to give Europe a place in their 
aps; but they ftill reprefent is as but a {mall ifle in 
the fea, whillt they enlarge the limits of their own pro- 
vinces out of all proportion, and dignify them with 
Yome pompous title befides the name of their proper 
conftellations.- The origin of this antient nation is. 
jultly looked on like as once was the {pring head of the 
Nile; but what their popular tradition fays of it doth 
no lefs deferve to be exploded, fince they pretend to 
an antiquity anterior not only to the flood, but even the. 
creation. But what they have upon record, and is 
univerfally agreed by all their learned, feems in gene- 
ral fo well founded, it were as ridiculous to call that 
in queftion, According to thofe records, this king~ 
dom appears to have been governed by its own mo- 
narchs above four thoufand years, by a faccefitn of 
twenty-two families, and two hundred and thirty-fix 
princes in the whole. However, this monarchy, great as 
it is, muft be fuppofed like others to have had but a 
{mall beginning, efpecially as their moft authentic aw 
counts date its infancy only about two or three hundred 
"years after the flood; about which time it is likely 
fome of Noah’s grandchildren, penetrating the ealtern 
Parts of Afia, may be fuppofed to have gone and fet- 
fled on the fertile and delightful fpot which is on the 
fourh-eaft part of China, known mow by the names of 
Quan fi and Cyan fi, , Some tranflators of Chinefo 
hiftory afcribe the foundation of this monarchy te 
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Fohi; faid to have begun his reign about one thoufanl 
nine hundred and fifty-two years before Chrift. 

Its walled cities amount to four thoufand, four buy 
dred ayd two; divided into the two orders of civil a 
military. Of the former one hundred and fevent 
five are of the firft rank, five hundred and fixty of ¢ 
fecond, three hundred and eleven of the third, thri 
hundred of the fourth, one hundred and fifty of ¢ 
fifth, one hundred of the fixth, and three hundred 
the feventh. Thefe laft are {mall forts, fcattered he| 
and there in the fields cowards the Tartaric frontie: 
and. fome on mountains to fupprefs robbers; the f 
diers being fometimes apt to turn free-booters. 
thefe fortified places one thoufand are of the firit ran 
the flrength of the reft confifting more in the fitu 
tion and numerous garrifons than ftoutnefs of the 
out-works. Navarette reckoms them, one hundred an! 
forty-eight of the firft rank called Fu, two bundred an 
thirty-nine of the fecond called Chew, and one tho: 
fand, one hundred and forty-nine of the third calle 
Hyen. ‘To all thefe different claffes of cities we ma’ 
add eleven military ones affigned to the foldiery, where] 
in thcy have lands for their maintenance; four hun 
dred and thirty-nine cafiles on the fva-coafts, fome ex: 
traordinary large and well inhabited, two thoufand, 
nine hundred and twenty boroughs on the Coalts 
Mott equivalent to towns, as the caitles are to walled 
citics.  Populous inland boroughs and villages are ii 
numerable. Thirty-two citics are wholly independent 
on the court, except tribute and homage. The fa. 
tilies (exclufive of foldiers, women and children, an 
thofe who pay no taxes) amount to eleven million, five! 
hundred and two thoufand, eight hundred and f-venty 
two; but Including the army, and all, the number-ol 
males is computed fifty-nine million, feren hundred 
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and cighty-eight thoufand, three hundred and fixty-four. 
‘The army confilts of nine hundred and two thoufand, 
and fifty four to guard the frontiers, with nine hundred 
und eighty-nine thoufand, one hundred and fixty-feven 
horfes always ready for auxiliary forces, and feven hun- 
dred and fixty-feven thoufand, nine-hundred and fe- 
yventy men in the garrifons. Newhoff fays, in his 
time the regifter made the families amount to ten 
million, ninety thoufand, feven hundred and nine- 
ty; and that of fighting men fifty-five million, four 
hundred and fixteen thonfand, four hundred and feven- 
ty-fix, including horfe, foot, and garrifons. Other 
horfes maintained by the crown for troops, pofts, and 
ameliengers, on occafion, five hundred and , fixty-four 
thoufand, two hundred. Pubfic inns or places of ene: 
tertainment, for the mandarins, and others of the 
king’s oflicers that travel on his account, all feated at 
proper diftances over the kingdom, amount to one 
theufand, one hundred and forty-five ; large barks con- 
fantly employed in bringing provifion, filks, and necef= 
fories, from the fouth provinces to the capital Peking, 
ine thoufand, nine hundred and ninety nine. Where 
ic is to be obferved, they will not add one more to 
that number, lef it fhould leffen the found of it, the 
words nine thoufand, nine hundred and_ ninety-nine’ 
carrying a much greatcr oné*than bare ten thous 
Sand. China is indeed fo estcéeding populous, that ite 
ighabitants fhould not be- computed by thotfands bat 
aillions ; for not only cities, but towns and villages, 
are crowded, whilft the roads are thronged as well as 
reets, It is believed there are two millions of foul. 
in Kiamnin, capital of Nanking. And though this be 
teckoned the largeft in the kingdom, many more 
tmight pafs for the biggeft in the world. ‘Ihe city 
buildings are of brick, neat, amd well adorned ; but the 
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houfes low, chiefly one, at moft two ftorics, high i 
commonly of ‘fuch length and depth as tq com 
three, four, five, or-fix families. The ftreets are 
herally large and ftrait, the publick buildings ftatel 
nough, though in a different ftile from thofe in Eur 
Every principal city has a palace for the viceroy. 
yvernour, or mandarin; a public inn for fuch ag tra 
on the king’s account, and every metropolis has a fta 
Jy high tower, nine ftories high, and another of fev 
which feem chiefly for ornament, being feen at a g 
diftlance, and from their tops affording an extel 
profpeét of all the adjacent country. Du Halde m 
tions {ome of thefe twelve or thirteen ftories high, ev 
cone leffening ovcr the other, with furprifing fymmet: 
ard all adorned with fine painting, carvingsgilding, 
as alfo with belle round the top of the upper ftory, 
«hain fo long that the leaft puff fets them atinkling 5 t 
mufick of which, when it blows hard, is fomewhat u, 
couth, yet not difagreeable, 

Tue cities are generally {quare or oblong {qua 
furrounded with great high walls, towers, &c. wil 
one or more flately gate at each front. The ftre 
run ina dircét line from one to its oppofite,and are ij 
terfeéted with Janes running parallel to each oth 
and adorned with fpacious piazza’s, temples, and oth 
spublick buildings. Other cities are perfe€tly roun 
jothers oval, within fide of the fame uniform fymmetry 
The far greateft part of them are well fupplied with w: 
ter from rivers or artificial canals which run througi. 
them, branching into the principal parts of the tow: 
and furnishing fountains, cafcades, &c. in ftreets, hor 
fe% gardens, &c. But the furniture within the houfd 
by.no means anfwers the beauty without, erseptti 
fine cabinets, fereens, China jars, &e. Thofe whi 

"belong co the governours, mandarins, &c. are ftil 
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Iefs grand and ornamented, the polfeffors enjoying them 
but'pro tempore and on occafion. They dig no founde-’ 
tion for their buildings, but lay the firft ftone on the ~ 
furface of the grounds fo that their towers, &c. foom 
run to decay. But the generality of their dwel- 
Jing-houfes are of wood raifed on pillars, covered with 
tiles, and more to be admired for neatnefs and commo= 
dioufnefs than elegance. They have no windows fron- 
ting the ftreets; and their gates and principal apart 
ments, as far as may be, always face the fouth. Their 
beds are very fine in fummer, commonly with em- 
broidered curtains of taffety, or fome other thin filk, 
to keep off flies. and gnats; and in winter they are of 
coarfe fattin embroidered, and thick cotton quilts ine 
flead of feather beds; and their beds are of joiners 
work curioufly wrought. But the buildings they bes 
ftow moft coft on, and are whimfically extravagant in, 
are their temples, which they rear, to a confiderable 
height, adorned with every thing curious, and filled with 
an incredible number of idols, before which hang 
lamps continually burning. They reckon about four 
hundred and eighty of thefe temples of firft rank, be~ 
fides 2 prodigious number of others ; which in whole are 
ferved by three hundred anJ fifty thoufand Bonza’s or 
priels. OF bridges there are a vat number: One of the 
moft famed is that over theriver Saffrany, which joinstwo 
mountains together, and is four hundred cubits long, 
and five hundred high, and all of one fingle archs 
whence travellers call it the flying bridge. 2. That 
in the province of Xang fi, and.a third over the eity 
of Chan chew, at the place where the two great rivers 
of Kiang@pd Kano meet. This latter is built upe 
on one hundred and thisty barges, chained to one a- 
nother, yet fo as to op na way in any part of it to let 
veffels-pafs that continually Gil up and down, Thege 
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sa great number of this fort of bridges. over the 
‘tefj‘becaule more convenient for traffick, ebiely ‘Si 
ried on over thefe rivers. A third fore is built o 
Wilars without any arch : fome of confiderable Jengt| 
and breadth, particularly that in the province of 
isien, which: flands on three hundred pillars, and i 
fix hundred and fixty perches in length, and éne and | 
half broad, curionfly built, and adorned with parapet 
with great variety of iculpture and imagery. A fourt] 
fort are made with arches, likewife of great len; 
breadth, and beauty. ~That at Oxo, capital of 
kien, confifts cf one hundred arches, and is above oni 
hundred and fifty fathoms long. ‘Theittriumphal ar 
ehes are commonly built of fquare ftone, nicely carvei 
with figures of men, beafts, monfters, and have pane 
fyfick inferiptions on thofe to whom erefted. Th 
aumber of thefe and the fine towers in every confide 
rable'city is faid to amount to one thoufand, one hun 
deed and fifty-nine ; and among them are about one hun; 
dred and cighty-five Maufoleums of exquifite beauty ané 
magnificence. As for the numerous canals, we muf 
‘note, that in fome provinces moft of their rivers are ol 
this artificial kind, and are not only broad, deep, an4 
commodious, but many banked on each fide with 
fquare fone, and have their ports, keys, fluices, and 
ridges, at convenient diftances. The roads each 
de of them are alfo paved, or made hard with gravel; 
and planted on cach fide, as well as are moft of the 
banks on thefe canals, with rows of thady trees. Some 
have Jarge refervoirs of water all paved and flanked with 
farge ftones, and thefe ferve not only to raifeand lower the 
swaret of the canal, but likewife overflow the gat Lend 
wkere tice commonly is fown. They reckon 
Might of thofe large refervoire, befides numberlefe. i 
Merior Duices whereby they Supply their lands with jut 
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assmuch water as they require. We mutt fpeak more 
largely of that whimiical curiofity juft mentioned abovey 
their mouttains artificially fab icated into various 
fhapes, fome refembling at a diftance a bird, horfe, 
or other beaft, &e., Which odd figures, though of 
fach prodizious bulk, plainly appear (though fabulouf- 
Jy afiribed to miracles, &c.) to be the work of art. 
‘Thefe commonly called rhe Mountains of the Five 
Hiorfe Heads, from their refembling fach, are the motk 
woncerful, and could nor be fabricated into fuch flinpes 
without an infinite number of hands, and vail arty 
Jab ur and syperee. Some of thefe mcuntains, have 
very ceep and fpacious caverns 5 others are pierced 
qeie through whele mountains, for a great length. 
In shat of the province of Fo kyen, near the city of 
Hen gia, is a handfome road about fix feet wide, 
twelve miles long, at the foot of two hills, which 
is paved all the way with broad flones, and plant- 
edon each fide with fhady trees, with benches to reft 
on. ‘There are many of thefe caufeways curin the fame 
er, fome beiween, others by the fides of the 
movntains, with horrid precipices, above and below. 
Uthers have fleps cut into the rock from the bottom to 
the top. 

Tsts empirc is divided into fi‘teen principal provin= 
ces, befides that of Lyaou run withont the wall, which 
makes a fixteerth, viz. Pe ke li, Kyang nan, Kyang 
fi, Fo kyen, Che kyang, Hu quang, Ho nan, Shang 
‘tong, Shan G, Shen fi, Se chuen, Quan ton, Quang 
fi, Yun nan, Quew chew, Ly auton. ‘The penintula 
of Corea is now likewife under the Chincie dominions. 
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ADescripTion of the Great Watt, which divides 
Cuina from Partary. 





HIS celebrated wall was built by the famous em- 

peror ‘Ifin chi hoang, with a politic view, two 
hundred and twenty one years before Cbrift. It is 
the northern boundary of China, and defends it from 
the neighbouring ‘Tartars, who were at that time di- 
vided into feveral nations under different princes, which 
prevented their doing any injury to Olina, but by 
their fudden irruptions. There was then no initance, 
of fuch a union of the weftern Tartars, as happened at! 
the beginning of the thirteenth century, when they con=; 
quered China. 

Tuere is nothing in the world equal to this work, 
which is continued through three great provinces, viz. 
Pe tcheli, Chan fi, and Chen fi, built often in places 
which feem inacceflible, and Mrengthened with a feries 
of iorts. The beginning of this wall isa luge bule 
wark of ftone, raifed in the fea, to the cali of Pekingy, 
and almoft in the fame latitude, being 0+ 24, 64, 
imthe prevince of Pe tcheli. It is built like the walls: 
of the common cities of the empire, but much wirer, 
being terrafiec, and cafed with bricks and is from 
twenty to twenty five feet high. F. Regis, and the 
T. who affifled him in making the map of the provin« 
ces, having often Mretched a line on-the top, to mea- 
fitre the baves or triangles, ind to take difiant points 
with an inftrument: they always found it well paved, 
(and wide enough for five or fix borfemen to travel 
‘reall wich cafe. The gates of the great wall are for= 
siRed on the fide of China by pretty large foits: the: 
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near the wall which extends from ‘the bulwark in the 
fea, about a league through a coudtry quite 1.vel, and 
then begins from this fort to rife upon the declivities 
of the mountains. It was the Chinefe general, who 
commatided in this place, that called in the neizhbour- 
ing Tartare of Leao tong : this gave them an opportuni- 
ty of conquering China, notwithftanding the gréat con+ 
fidence the Chinefe had in this wall, which they thought 
an impregnable defence. 

Tue other forts, and which are as noted, are Hi 
fong keou, gee’ 26/. Tou che 1 4 ty! 20f 
Tehang kia™keou, 40°. 54 154 tvo noted. paffages 
of the Tartars, who are fubject to the ‘empire, to 
come to Peking; and Cou pe keou, go". a3 15%" 
which was the way the emperor Cang hi general- 
ly took to go to Ge ho cll in Tartary, ‘This place is 
about forty leagues from Peking, always afccnding to- 
wards the north ; it is a mountainous conat:y, where 
he ufed to take the diverfion of hunting ; the way to 
it trom Peking is levelled by hands, and as even asa 
bowling green. ‘There this givat prince iefided more 
than balf the year, without neglecting the affairs of the 
empire, which he governed 1s eafily asa private fg 
mily. When he came late from hunting, he never 
went to bed before he kad difyatched all petitioners, 
and rofe next morning before the day It was fare. 
prifing to fec him, at the age of thrzefcore years, ride 
ing among his guards, through the thickeft fnows, in 
alight drefs, armed with dis bow and quiver, without 
ever offering to make ufe of an empty chaife thae fol+ 

wed him, 

At. thefe places are terraffed and cafed with brick, 
on borh fides, in the province of Pe rcheli; but whic: 
you enter that of Chen & towards Tica tching ougiy. 

Ba 
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thegrall begins to‘he only of earth: neverthrlefs on 
the Gde of Cha hop keou, in 40°. 19%. which place 
the Mufcovites cont to, ftraight from Selingitko, it is 
cafed on the outer fide with brick, and fome of ite 
towers are very large, and built of brick on a bafe of 
ftone, but it does not always continue the fame’ The 
river Hoang ho has centry-boxes along its banks, wheres 
in foldiers keep guard continually, and fupplies the 
place of a wall, towards the bounds which divide the 
provinces of Chan fi and Chen fi. 

Beyonp the river Hoang ho weftward, in the pro- 
vince of Chen fi, the wall is only of ea ths cw, nare 
row, and fometimes of gravel, for it lies in a gravelly 
foil, and in fome places is quite deftroyed 5 but in o= 
ther places the paflages are detended by feveral confi- 
derable towers, fuch are Yu ling hien, in 33%. 154 
Ning hia, Lan tcheou, in 37°. sy/. Kan tcheo, 34°. 
Sou tcheo and Si ning; where general officers re- 
fide with bodies of men. He who refides at Kan 
tcheou is the generalifino, and is called Ti tous 
the others are only lieurenant-gencrals, called Tiong 
ping. 

‘Nine hia is the beft of thefe towns; it is finer, 
tigher, and better built than moft of the towns of the 
empires it is alfo pretty large, for if you take hoth the 
divifions, as making but one town, it is at leait fif- 
teen Chincfe Lys round. ‘The induftry of the inhabi- 
tants has rendered the country fruitful, for by means 
of proper canals and fluices, which they have made, 
they. can water their lands, @hen they want it, from 
the river Hoang ho. There are fprings in the ditches 
gf.the town, from which they make falt; here are 4 
%, ptanyfaQures of woolen goods, and carpets [i 
hole of “Tarkey.. The mountains are fo high and 
foepiin the dittei® of Ning bia, that feven or eight 
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leagues from the town they eu the place of 
wall for about ten leagues. “tcheow is in $H*S 
45/40. itis a confiderable town, but not equal 
to Ning, either for trade or beauty; though it com- 
mands the foldiers at Kia yu koan, which is the road 
to Hami, and in -feveral diftriéts of the Tartar Hale 
kas. The wall is only of earth in thefe parts, 
but kept in good repair, on account of the, ncigh= 
bourhood of the people of Hami, who have been fub- 
ject to the emperor but a few years. ‘Che walls of 
Kui yu koan are not of brick, but well guarded with 
foldiers, who, defend this important paffage. The 
wall ends wHén you have paffed a little town (called 
‘Echouang lan) becaufe it is fituated where, two walls 
meet, one of which is in the valley which goes by 
Jang tcheou to Kia yu koan, the other upon the 
mountain which leads to Si ning tcheou; but inflead 
of a wall there is a pretty large trench, except in the 
necks near Si ning, which are walled as in the 
province of Chen fi. The town of Si ning, which 
is 36°. so/. is not large, but furpafles Ning hia ia 
trate: all the fkins and furs which come from weft 
Tartary are fold in this town, or in a neighbouring: 
village called Topa. ‘This place is of greater worth 
than a large town, although the buildings are mesity 
and ina bad fituation. Here may be had almoft all 
forts of foreign and Chinefe commodities, and various 
drugs, as faffron, dates, coffee, “&c. 

Wuen F. Regis was here employed in making the 
map of the country, he found three or four ‘catholic 
Armenians, who kept thop in this place, and fold fine 
fkins which they fetched from Tartary. The honfes 
@pd thops are much dearer in this village than in the 
“town of Si ning, which is diftant about four leagues. 
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Ik is remarkable, 

Magdarin of Si de ‘bot belongs to a Lama Bonze, 
whg. is ulways chofen out of the family that owns thie 
territory. This family is the moft confiderable of the 
mation of Si fan, or Tou fan, ‘The emperors of the 
preceding family, thinking the better to preferve the 
peace of the nation, in making the place impregnable 
where they kept their court, had built a fecond wall 
as itromg and {urprifing as the firft: it remains ftill 
entire in Pe tcheli, fevency-fix lys from Peking, at one 
of the principal gatcs, named Nan keo, and from 
thence ten leagues upon the declivity of a high moun- 
tain, by which the road lies to Suen hoaiou, and from 
thence to Tai tong in the province of Chan fi. This 
wall, which is called the Great Inner-Wall, joins the 
other to the north of Peking, near Suen hoa fou, 
where there is a garrifon ; and is continued along the 
weit of the province of Pe tcheli, and extends into the 
province of Chan fi, where it is ruinous in many 
places. When we confider the number of ftrong 
holds and forts built between thefe two walls, with the 
works on the euficrn fide, we cannot belp admiring 
the care and efforts cf the Chinefe, who feem to have: 
lefe-no. means untried, that human prudence could. 
pafibly fuggelt, for the defence of the kingdom, and 
for preferving the public tranquillity. 
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HERE being no material difference between the 
T greateft part of the cities of China, as they are all 
near alike, except in fize, the defeription of the three 
largeft in the empire is fufficient to give the reader an 
idea of all the reft. 


NANKING, formerly fliled the Stately, Opulent, 
Nenfuch, &¢, fMands in E. lon. from Peking, 2. 20. 
hat. 33. and is by far the argeft and moft populous of 
all China, being affirmed by Dion. Kao dbout forty 
cight miles in circumference. And it appears from 
the ruins of its old walls to have been till vatily largery 
an! bas been computed ninety miles in compafs, But 
then it muft have vefly Qirank, De Halle giving it 
now but twenty at molt; yet the Chinefe affirm, that 
iF two men on horfeback fhondd fet out from the 
fame gate, and gallop round it by diferent ways, they 
woull not meet till evening. Its gare is mot 
cular, the hills within, and the natere of the ground 
it, wot conveniently admitting regularity, But 
by the removal of the imperial feat, and fince its bes 
ing in the bands of the inveterate Tartars, fiarce any 
Loorfteps are left of its antient magnificent palace, and 
«ther fumptuous buildings. Even its once famous ob- 
fervatory is left to rain; and nothing remains of ite 
ancient grandeur but ruins of temples, imperial fe- 
pulchres, and other monuments. What there is of the 
one third part of the city yet ftanding is well built, and 
well filled with inhabitants, who drive great commerce, 
and the fireets are every where {0 throngedy one could 
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f of the Sea, and flows clofe 
t ay walls, where it is two leagues broad, and 
“vered with fach innumerable (hips and trading veilels, 
Bilt and painted, that the aftonithed Jefuits thought 
them enough to form a bridge from hence to Furupes| 
This river has a vait number of canals, which both fa= 
silitates trade, and fertilizes the country. ‘This city, 
“notwithflanding fuch devaflations, has recoved a good 
deal of grandeur in numerous lofty towers, handfome 
palaces, temples, and other buildings. Many of the 
| fireets, flrair and near, are paved in the middle with 
Jarge marble flubs, and on the fides with variety of 
-pebble, and other ftones curioully inlaid. Kao even 
atyprefent computes here 2,060,000 fouls; and tho” 
_ feme fuppole bet about 1,c00,0c0, yet the latter is 
| Wot to be relied on, fecing it falls fo very thort of what 
mofkother authors do aver. The fertile und delights 
“ful territory wbout the city hath a vaft number of 
Pat palaces, pleafure houfer, fine gardens, &e. 
fe-patticularly, about fix miles from the town, a 
t ) about twelve miles round, of Mately 
in the midit whereof is a mount covered with fe- 
ae temples, &c. of ancient monarchs. About 
_ the like diftance, on the fame plain on another emie 
5 raifed a {pacious terrace of large fquare ftones, 
+ fights of marble Reps, and on that a temple 
yal, and every way magnificent. Its roof is 
by-a row of colucons finely carved and po» 

























immenfe value. The moft curious edifice in the cil 
ix the high o&ogon tower, which is covered all over 
with fine painted tiles, very beputiful. Ie hath mine 
galleries one over another, all adorned with windows, 
fine baluitrades, feltoons, and other ornaments in re= 
fiero, Every angle of the galleries hath a bell “hangs 
ing to its and the afcent to the top is by 134 {tops 
The infide rooms are all fincly painted, carved, and” 
gilt; and the upper gallery adorned with variety of 
large figures carved in ftone. On the top of all is a fpire,. 
which renders the whole fabric 20 feet high. The” 
breadth of it is 80, but diminithes gradually! ns ot rie 
fes by fettings in at every cornice, A-winding ftaire 
tafe leads to the top, whence is a moft noble profpecty 
of the whole city and adjacent plain, which is no lele- 
admired on account of its many fine fears, fummeére 
houfes, gardens, &c. that furround it; as Well as ftom 
the diftant mountains, which appear in various fhapesy. 
formed by art. ‘There is alfoa bell in Nanking cleven 
feet high, and feven in diameter, 50,000 RO 
city, belides the ulual tribute, fends yearly t " 
peror five thips laden with the fineft filks, cathy 
&ce  Thefe, which are called Lung y chen, i. e - 
Ships of Cloathing of the Dragon, becaufe the 
pevor @ dragon in by arms, are fo refpedted, that 
frery veflel lowers fail to them. Another fer go ones 
fantly hence to Peking every Apiil or May with great 
bose of peculiar bth caught in the Beighbours 
of this Nanking, covered over with ice to” 
Geth: And though thole cities are abovt 609 ™ 


at from each other, we are they 
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4 Descuirtion of the City of Caxcan, 


7 E city. of Canton, or Quangtong, lies in Ia 
2,°° ,o/. N, the capital of the moft fouther 
province of China, called the province of Canton. | 
is fituate upon the ¢nft fide of the large riven Ta, froe 
the mouth of which it lies about filty miles. Te is de 
“fended towards the water by two high walls, and tw 
ftrong water-cafllcs built in the middle of the rive 
‘Ga. On the land fide it is defended by a rong wal 
wand three forts. Canton is the greateft port in Chi: 
and the only one frequemed by Europeans. ~The cit 
wall is about five miles in circumference, with ver 
‘pléafant waiks around it. On the eaft fide is a larg 
dirch clofe to the wall. 
Froacthe top of fome adjacent bills, on which fort 
are builplyou have a fine profpect of the country 1 
is ly interfperfed with mountains, lite hills 
: all green; and thefe ag.in pleafantly di 
fied with Tmall towns, villages, high towers, temples 
ye feats of Mandarines and other great men, which ar 
aber with delightiullakes, canals, and fi che 
the tiver Ta; on which are numberlefs ant 
fun ing diferent ways chro’ the motl fertile place * 
the country 
~ ‘Lex city is entered by feven iron gates, and within 
Bile of each thece is a quord-houfe, No Buropesn i 
to enter thefe, if known ; L bave myfetf 
alter E had been a ripe 4 
difeavered chat 














ate Mics a 
darts, fwords, match- 
h bows and arrows, which they ftill efteem — 
thon any other warlike weapon. 
Tue Areersare very ftrait, but generally narrow and 
paved with flag ones. 

THERE are many pretty buildings in the city, great 
numbers of triumphal archesyyand temples well\Rocked 
with images. a 

Tue natives fay, that when the Tartars over-ran and 
conquéiéd China, this was the Jaft city they attacked’ 
that they lay.nine months before ic; and lolt 100,000 
men in reducing it. During that long periody, 
city was ir no diltrels for provifions, having freevcom= 
munication with the adjacent countries by the river 
Ta. ‘The furrender of ir at laft was entirely owing t0 
the pufillanimiry of the governor. He made 
articles with che ‘Tartar general, and perfidioufly open= 
ed two gates in the middle of the night, by which the 
‘Tartars entered, and made the city a theatre of honor 
and mifery. The governor took this treacherous mie= 
thod, to efeape the refentment.of the barbarous enemys 
who, while they murdered thoufands, him, 
and his family. 2 

‘THe Areets of Canton are fo crowdethy thacit is Mite 
ficult to walk in them; yet you will feldom fee a 
man of any fathion, unleis by chance when con 
‘out of their chairs. And, were it-not that eurioity itty 
| the Chinefe ladies, makes theri-fometimes peep <1 

we thould never get a glance ar them. 

‘Tov Gwthere are no magivificent houfes'in Cantony. 
molt of them being buile only: onc, and none mon 
‘than two itoreys; yet they make up a iin " 

‘quire cous. 































thofe of their neighbors. 
of each houlc, a tkyeen is placed, 1 prevent 
- ftrangers from Jocking in upon the openimg of the gates 
and-you enter the howe either on the right or Fett fide 
Of this middle threcr,, where thope-are little alleys to 
the right and left, from whence you pols inte the fer 
Neral courts, which are walled on all fides. 
Taara entertainments-are held in a fort a * 
the entrance of their houles, which have no other or- 
mament, befides a fingle order of painted columns 
which fupport the building. The roofs are open to 
the tiles, withont any ceiling. » In thefe they ufe no 
looking-glaGes, hangings or fine chairs 5 and their beds, 
which are the principal ornaments of their houfe, are 
feldom'feem by rangers, who are not permitted to go 
“farther than the firil great hall. The Chincle who keep 
hops, were lefs veferved, and would frequently invite 
waito their houfes with grear freedom, as they obferved 
ie would be agreeable to us. 
Tun fidenivure of the beft houfes is cabinets, tables, 
Painted tkreens, china, pidtures, and pieces of white 
| taffety Gporf the walls, upon which are written in Chix 
| mele charoGters, religious and moral sentences. 
} Tuey have nochimacys ; but in their ftead, place » 
i w iron pot filled with charcoal in the middle of 
poom in winter, which is ready to fuffocate people 
are noraccuftomed to it. They have a copper 
Hin brick work in their kitchen for boiling, much 
othe height of our kng!ith Roves. 











‘Tus tops. of thofe that deal in Bk evry meaty 
make a fine (how, and are all in one places for tr 
men, or dealers in one kind of goods, herd Logether 
the fame Areet, For this reafon, you inay hear the 
Lnglith failors talking of theyftreers of Canton, as 46 
they were {peaking of Londen, of fome other Euglitly 
city. The fheeet where the china thops ares they cal 
China-row 5 the flrect where cleaths are fold, they) cath 
Moomouth-itreet 5 that narrow frcet where amen’é 
caps, thoes, &c, are fold, is well known by themames 
of Mandarine cap-alley; and a narrow pwflage clofe by: 
the city-wall where lapidary and glat-work are fold, diss 
called Stone cutters’ alicy 5 and fo of many others, Che 
hops have counters, drawers, and divifions, much like 
our own; and there are few of the merchants but have 
a perfon who can ipcak broken Englith or Portuguefes 
So that French, Dutch, and Danes, are obliged to fpeale 
ticher the one or the other when they pa 
them. 

‘Tweens are great nvcubers of ansrket-pladeblbete file, 
fieth, poultry, garden herbs, andall provifiont. Be 
very thing is fold cheap. Fithmongers keep thein, 
fithes in citlerns alive. Carp, and. ail other ith iia 
bere in variety and plenty, but have a muddy t 
have feen the fithermen take great numbers of 
tnt fithes in the ditch on the ealt fide of the city 
where a multitude of {mall boate or fampans ave 
tinvally plying. “The ditch goes quite round, 

| tod fome fmall canals ren in it 5 and as it has a.come 





























Pus is sid ctstecia Shade var toeitp sts ' 
ieee: were moftly young and far, aul kept very 





HE rate, fome of which are of a monftrous. fize, 
‘were very fat, and generally hung up with the tkin up- 
on them, vpon nailsatthe pofts ot the marketplace. 
Faocs, which are the greateft dainty here, are fold 
wery dear, They are black and Jothfome to an Euro- 
pean cye; but the-Chinefe fay they have a very fine 
‘wtatte., Lhe rate, they fay, cat weli; and fnoke broth 
obas been in reputation there Jong before it was known 
tous. . The frogs are flrung upon. a red in the Jame 
imanneras we do frth in England, 
ge Tn paffing through fome of their frects, F have al- 
mol been fuffocared by the flench of the houfes on 
seach fides and particularly w Hircet about a mile above 
othe Englith factory, where there was nothing bus 
eodks” spt arte had Jarge hogs reafled whole, 
a cats, and .rats on the fpit, dnd 
Be coin with their utenfils, bad fuch 
pidirty appearance, that the fight and fmell might al | 
isfy-even the -keeneft Luropean appetite, ‘Dhey | 
id about their vi@luals for fale with Cowlies, of 












common people eat four times a day 5 and are 
tons, that, if they are ever fo much engaged 
they will haftily Jeave it, and run to 
wfual | 





In the Hreets ‘oF Canton, we aie 
beggars of both fexes, a 

is the conlequence of their living fo much 
bue [rather think it may be occafioned ean 
winds that blow bere at certéin feafons, They ate i= 
decd miferable objeéts, and commonly go ‘naked, ex» 
eepting a troufer or cloth over their middle: "Thole 
fins are black as Malays, and are fomerimes fa parch= 
ed, fpotted, and full of sunning fores and uleers, ‘thad 
they really ftink alive, ‘They go fometimes in 
nics, and are fure to plague and follow the Bui 
becaufe from one of them they will get more at one 
time than from a dozen of their own cou 
They hold out to you a coarfe china bafon. I was 
generally obliged to give them fomething to get rit 
of them ; for till you do, they will not leave yous dnd 
if you are not on your guard, they wilbieven rumas 
gainft you with their dirty hands and difeafed bodies: 
to avoid which, I have often been obliged ro. run into: 
flops. ‘The common failors aftally gave them pieces 
of tin, both to fave their mv id co 
into conta‘t with thefe moft 
Chinefe themfelves are very 
them give money to a beggars but they generall; 
then off with a (mall hanviful’of rices | 
Tuene are a great many private walks 
Kkicts of the town, where thoie of ‘ 





























very private,” that many of us have made fe 
voyag aoe, witbout having feen a woman a+ 
the Jowelt rank; we were now and then induced, 
_ oh proper occafions, to pry into the moft retired and 
places, where we imagined the females 
“might be Jefe upon their guard, as few Europeans went 
thereabouts to difturb them. In thefe rambles, our: 
" eutiolity was feldom entirely difappointed, Sometimes 
Weewovld pop in vpon a parcel of young boys and girls, 
attended by their nurfes ; who were all fo atirighted at 
_ the fight ofa Fanquy, as they called us, they would 
aloud, run into their houfes, and, by the noifey | 
aluem the whole ftreet. As I have obterved already, 
they have no windows to the fireet, and haye a 
Mreen of ‘plit cane before the door of each houfe, we 
notfee them, though they could cafily fee us 
What lattice swe could only very indiftinglly 
them pocping at us, and pointing to us withine 
the fkreen. 
low and then, gmturning a corner, or entering a 
fireer, len we found ourfelves in the 
i of a com; ig ladies converfing or p!ay+ 
thers which immediately fet them all a feream~ 
i ‘and Sale tocol Pus\for Soci tate hilt fevers 
tnents a6 if the devil bimiclf bad been chacing. 



























: ‘Sceidbans! opporrenities made us very kappy; 
faw fome charming creatures, fur= 








SomeTiMes indeed, we met them ata confidersble_ 
diftance from their houfes; and as their feet are fo 
shot they cannot walk or run, but rather trip or 
‘along, and are often obliged to affiit chances By epee 
ing hold of the wall as they move along, this gave us_ 
an opportunity to gaze upon them attentively, on thefe. 
ocafions. ‘They feemed fo affrighted, and walked fo 
aukwadly, that I was fain to retire, Jet 1 thould have. 
made them fumble and fall, for which I should cere. 
tainly bave been bamboo'd. pe tg 
‘Tne complexion of the ladies is exceeding fair, their. 
hair of the finelt black, drefled vp with gold and filver. 
kins, adorned with flowers. ‘Their thape. is 
fitely fine, and their drefs the molt becoming, wi > 
ind fplendid of any I ever faw, 
Berore we left Canton, they “eeelimiiie 
our vibts, that the young boys would frequently ¢ 
or were fent to falute us; but if we offered to 
the houfes where their mothers or norfes wa 


their return, they prefently run from us, and thut the 
door, 

Lr is reckoned that there is in We city and ca 
1,200,000 people; and you will {carce find a day in. 
awhole ycar, but rhere are sooo trading veffcls y= 
ing before the city. The province of Canton 
yearly tothe emperor 1,200,000 peculs of rice 
20,000 peculs of falt. ‘The military in this 
are 85,000; and 32,000 peculs of rice and Soe0 
| of fale ate ferved out tothem. The relt is 
| mace a pecul, [A pecul is 133 pound » 

peace balfpenny 

















dize and the poll-moncy, which amoun 
fum, are levied by a book of rates, and 
into treafary of the province, which is govern 
‘a '[fengtou or viceroy, who has his palace in th 
der him are all the Mandarines or magiftrates, 
jocks or governors of forts. 
‘ew days pafs in Canton but there are proceffions| 
¢ fireets. When a Mandarine of note pafles in 
et, or in the highway, he moves in great ftare, 
on borfeback, or in a large chair, carried by five 
men. If beisa Tartar, or Mandarine of war, 
id on horfeback; ifa Chinefe, and of the civil or+ 
he is carried ina chair. Several flags are carried 
n, and Jarge lacquered peels, painted black 
with large golden charaéters exprefling their 
dignities, Clofe to the Mandarine are carried 
¢lla’s, to keep off the heat of thefun. In 
0 anumber of men, wish high crowned Hatt 
‘two large phi "s feathers in cach, who ‘make 
cous noile, cryimpinceffantly Ho-ot, to warn e- 
frects, or fland afide till the 
Manda: Nest to them are fellows with 
fanall chains in their hand, ready to throw over any | 
poy’ cad, and 10 drag them by the neck, that do 
the call, avd ftand afide till the Mandarine 
After thefe a number of executioners fo 
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ourts, halls aad Sibel, with convenient 
or lodging a great number of people. One abe at 
opens to the ftreet, and another to the water, where 
“our boats Joad and unload. At each gate a centinel 
is kept day and night, There is alfo a petty 
appointed to fee the centinels duly relieved, and | t 
porters or cowlies do their duty ; to take an account: 
of all goods that come into, or go out of the 

to prepare rooms for the officers and people, when na, 
come to refide fome little time in the factory; to 
tertain the officers and men; and, in a word, to 
that every thing is kept in order. 

Aut the officers and men are allowed a certains 
to refide and do bufinels in Canton, according to 
fation, which they do by turns. In the fa€ory, . 
I was there, I have feen Gxty people entertait 
once, 


Tue temples “and places of publi 
molt magnificent buildings in ibton, 


flocked with images. ‘The people a bee 
ration to them, i falling down ba eR 

them, wringing their hande, and beatin yale | ont 
heads againft the ground. Thefe temples, or 
houfes, as they are commonly called, are genet 
Morey high, and are very numerous. ‘They are 
corated with a great number of artificial flo 
broidered hangings, curtains and fringes. 
} them, Gtuated in the fkirt of the north-¢aft 
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wore a fplendid appearances Ir 
basa fine cupola, with, man 
ay 1A Ghinele merchant ‘ 


me 


| eae Sues temas The 








grant ‘edifice was. formerly a palace 
agtai or king of the beep ‘Canton, 
the Tartars conquered China, and who was tl 
prince, Before the principal gate 
‘temple, two large images, one on cach fide, wer 
ylac Each of them was about twelve feet high, 
with and Jances in their hands, fomewhat r 
fembling thofe in Guildball. This gate led us into 
fine large paved court, and we centered the temple, 
‘which fronted it, by a few fone fleps. The Jower part 
eae temple is built with fine hewn flone, but the 
part is all of timber, We went firit into the, 
hall, where we faw images of all fizes, of dif- 
digrities, all finely gilded, and kept exceeding 
by the pricts. The lefler images were placed 
‘corners of the wall, and one of a larger fize in the 
‘of the ball. ‘This large god who is placed ia 
| athe center, fits in a lazy pofture, with his hecls drawn 
ip to his buttocks, almoft naked particularly his breaft 
bell large cufhion. He is ten 
: inary man, very corpulent, of 
id gilt all over, I> was next 
where we faw a great many*imas 
who had been deified for their 
tuous actions. 
j rooms of this cathedral are large and fpacious, 
ld and very much out of repair, which con= 
t above information, that it was originally a 





































temperature of the air thea. aes is very. oh 
ping. At this time, the people of 
their winter drefs, which is lined with fars or q) oh 
cton. Tnftead of wearing fans, which are ufed by men), 4 

wonen and children in hor weather, they keep a ive, 
qui! in their hans to keep them warm, and have the: 
long ileeves of their gowns drawn down to cover their 

1 Thus equipped they walk fo ftiif, and thos 
th ie fivulders fo mach, that one would think they were 
firez™ag to death, i 

Tue fects of Canton, in the time of thefe violent 
forms, éalle! Typhons, are overtlowe! with warer, and 
itis often (> deep, that in many places you may fe 
a(malf*boat. The common pcople pas from place t0, 
place by wading through the water; and thofe of the, 
better rank are carried in chairs, or on men's backs. 
Their umbrel'a’s, are now ufed to fhade them frome 
the heat of the fun, which weie jult before uled to bist 
ofthe rain. One of thele I'vphons happened when Do) 
wis there, and filled our fagtury, is io ne places, near 
tey feet deep of water, 

Tuere isa large plain below Canton, nat far from | 
the fide of the river, which is called by the Englifhy , 
‘The artillery ground, where the Chinefe lorces are ome 
only exercifed and reviewed I have feen | 
fands cxercifing at once on that fpot: But, in 
Vinton, tHey come far thort of thar art, dexterity 
regularity, that we obferve in the European 
fe. ©The officers, and foldiers are moltly Ts 
‘Tus officers, in funthine, make a {plendid apy 
eee, their pom an “ey Cee 







































ce, he pr css them from the 
y who area more ‘effeminate and fol 





large horfe-courfe, with po 
cat fmall diftances. In this broad path, T 
feldicre siding with incredible fwiftnefs, one @ 
her, thooting their arrows at thefe polts. I 
them difmount from their horfes, wl 
rillop, take up their arrows, mount, and 
ggain, And which is fill more amazing, I have 
them mount and difmount in this career, for 
afow, making ule only ofone all the way round. 
Jaft operation is only performed by theemare ex 
‘ foldiers , as 1 obferved people emy 
Pa lip thofe arrows which the lefs experienced 
; Not recover in vicing. 
©) Tar river Talat Canton is fomewhat broader tha 
Thames at London ¢ but the crowds of fmall vet. 
aay at ply the Tagyare valily more numerous. F 
fyace of four of five miles oppolite the city of Can: 
, enbve wooden town of large vef- 
Rhy Poy ote fo clojely, thar there is fcarcel 
a ‘ag boat 10 pa They aré generally 
yin ranks, with ar paflage left for vef= 
and repels, Some of them are large yel- 
or nine hundred tons burden, called 
they pe: form their foreign voyages. 
cialis ber of small hacia 

















































sang en ef 
this country are fo exceedi 


feives to boats on the tiver for want ps or 
ans of (ubfiftance, on the land, where almoft 

babitab'e {por is occupied. Thefe boats are very 
eniently built, with arched covers and tilts made 
falid wood, or damnboo and cajan leaves, fo highs that 

ithe people can walk upright mnder them. They manage 
them very nimbly, having a feullingsoar ar ee | 
with which they make them go fu:prifingly faltyand i 
havélbften been amazed to fee with what cafeand fafes 

ty they pafs one another. we 

Tre large fampans, for inland carriage, are genes. 
rally (leered with {culls ; for, were they to ule att, 
there would not be room on the river for half, their 
number. ‘They all have long bamboo poles, for puth=” 
ing up along the fhore. Thefe boats are employed.in 
carrying goods and paffengers up and down the river and 
Canals. 

Tue fmaller boats are employedin filhing with nets! 
Their fh they fell or batter for cloaths, flethy tices 
avd other neveilarics. They are ‘always at home, a0/ 
they carry their houfes along with them. They, 
miferably poor 5 their children are véry numerous, 
g quite naked in fummer. They are very much tans. 
ned, continually crawling about the lirtle boat, an 
bare all of them calabath fheils tied.on their 
feve them as buoys to preferve them: from. deo 
Phen they chance ro fall over-board, which 
happens. When I was in one of thefe boats, Io 
et ar firft conceive where they had beds for 
fimities. But I alterwards cunderftood, chard 
fol below tne deck is 
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ireryand when let down, are jointed cl p 
J Iw the hinderspast of the boat, a ftove is fixed 
r the family’s vituals ; and another apartmen 
for keeping their live animals, which they breed in 
" numbers; and when they have no more room, 
: hang them imbafkets, which they make faft to-rhd 
“utfidy of the boat. 
)Tucse boatscomecrouding about the European Mhip 
at Wampo, efpecially at dinner-time, begging victual: 
From the people alioard. In return for which they of 
fer ta wath their linen, and to do other meni; 
Vives; which they are often entrufied with. 
commonly flock about the head of the veffels, left th 
enltom Houle officers in the Happo boats, who lie at the} 
flern oF fide, Should hinder them. ‘They always make} 
ewegteat noife, gaping for victuals, and pointing to their! 
months to expreis their hunger, hold up their hands, 
ofa Hittle bafket fixed to a bar-boo-pule, with which 
they reach up to thofe who incline to give them vidlu- 
‘als, of any thing to do. 
© Some of thefe boats have {mart young girls abroad,| 
| whieh induces the failors to employ and favour them 5 
but the more confidérare of us employ the old viftref=| 
“fed people that have lirge families of children, who,| 
they arethé greateft objeéts of charity, ferve our 
enple better in wathing, mending cloaths, and the like, 
greater thankfulnefs, to thofe who take com- 
‘on them, than the others. 
|i among thete mi‘erable wretches, that the Euro- 
taking advantage of their neceflity, will 
with a father and mother for an embrace of 





















ver, Searching fuch boats as they have any reafon to: 
fulpe€t; and, in cafe an European is caught in them 
boat, muft undergo the chaftifement of the bamboo, or 4 
bribe the Mandarine with a dollar or two to let them 
pats. There are fome of thefe boats, called Lob Lob 
boars, well ftocked with a number of beautiful young 
women of different ages, to whom every body, Chi- 
nefe or European, may have accefs at any time. Tho* 
thefe boats are under the jurifdidion of the Manda 
rines, and equally liable to punifhment with the others; 
yet there is fo good an underftanding between the 
Mandarines and the proprietors of thefe boats, that 
they deal pretty extenfively, and with great fafety ; on= 
ly when they difcover an European who has a large 
{um of money about him, they lay their beads togee 
ther to make the moft of him. It is even faid, that 
the Mandarines themfelves are no ftrangers to thefe 
boats, particularly when there is any freth goods im~ 
ported. The pimps are numerous. If an European 
wants to fee a lady of pleafure, it is only {peaking to 
thele fellows, who will immediately conduét ‘you in = 
{mall fampan, to a place, where your wifhes may be 
gratified. Thefe enterprizes, however, are not always 
executed without danger. * 
Aut the way from the city of Canton, where the’ 
Englith fadtories are fitua:e, to Wampo where e 
thips lie, which is above twelve miles, is a molt agree~ R 
able paflage by water, The eye is entertained with — 
Pleafant green and fruitful fields on each fide the tix « 
Yer Ta, interfperfed with villages and lofty Pagodasy 
&feeples, and numberlefs boats of ite oe 
oe - 
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‘a pebinnys Fist} oid Nip (tettila s cca 
so Tie Cuimpss Traverse. 
to the fide of the rivery, and called by. the Englith the 
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T i fure- on the river are very 
grand, and diftinguifhed from all others by their yel- 

Jo colours, and their being painted all over with the 
figures, of dragons, lions, tygers, &c. They _make 
fometimes grand proceffions on the water, particularly 
when the Tfongtou gocs down the river to facrifice. 
Tic is then attended by his guards, a band of mulick, 
and all the Mandarines in their robes of ftate. Each 
boat ig diftinguithed from another, by colours. flying, 
marked with their feveral dignities. On thefe occa- 
fions it is amazing to fee the clear paflages that che 
{warms of boats on the river make for this proceifion. 
Uf the parade happens in the night, or after it is dark, 
they have not only a great number of magnificent lan- 
thorns hung up in all parts within thefe boats, but long 
firings of lamps floating on the furface of the water 
‘on cach fide of the river, which make a molt fplendid 
thew. 

Evcar houfe, thip, fampan, and even fithing-bost, 
has a domeftic god to guard them; to him they pay a- 
-dotation morning and evening. Before cach deity, a 
fmall {quare table is placed, covered over with wood- 
afhes, into which {mall furrows are drawn. Thefe fur- 
rows are filled with powder of putchok, or radix dul- 

sy, mixed with the powder of fandal, myrth, and oli- 

jum. When the compolition is fired, it gives a mo- 

derate but pleafant fmoke and fmell for twenty four 
hours together, without renewing it. 

- Gaear nombers of canals are cut from the river Ta 

i i the ficlds for watering the rice.ground, afd, 
for the ,conveniency of {mall boats palling into the in-| 
terior parts of the country. There are likewife in thefe 

_ sanals large flat-bottomed boats, for breeding ducks 
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and for weeding the rice fields. In thefe fat-bot- 
boats, there are three or four apartments above 
each other 3. on the uppermoft the ducks hatch theic 
eggs in the lower they Gt with their brood. The 
he-duck’or drake, at the call of a fort of whittle, drives 
the young ones into.the water, and goes before them. 
to thew the way. Aypiece of board is faftened to the 
fide, to let them: have accefs into the boat; which 
ferves a8 a bridge for the young ducklings to go out 
and come in by. ,The old, ducks are fo well trained, 
that, on the. mafter,of the boat winding his whillle, 
the whole flock, willfollow bim into the rice-grounds 
he is employed to weed, and eat up frogs and fuch ine 
feéts as would hinder the growth of the grain. About 
noon he winds his whiftle again, on which they all re= 
pair on board their own veilel in good order. The 
ald ducks divide into two partics ; one guards the 
fide, left any ftranger duck fhould enter with their 
own tribe; the other guards the rear, to fee that none 
is left behind; and whem all are embarked, the old 
guardians enter, and take their proper pofts. 


POH hte ete 
4 Descuir tion of the City of Puxine. 


HIS capital of the whole empire of China, 

the ordinary refidence of metab 
taated in a very fruitful plain twenty leagues diftant 
ftom the great wall It ating pea ee 
of the north, aa the capital of the. province of Kiang 
tan was named Nanking, which is, the court of the. 
South, when the emperors refided there formerly 
Sehr Sheree 
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empire, obliged this prince to remove'his court to 

northern provinces, that he might be nearer at 

to fe them with the numerous troops which con- 
ntly attend his perfon. 

‘Tne city is an exact fquare; it is divided into two 
cities: that which contains the emperot’s palace is 
called Sin tching, the new city; it is alfo called the 
Tartar city, becaufe the hovfes were given to the Tar- 
tars, when the prefent monarchy was eftablithed. 

‘Tue fecond is named (Lao tching) the old city: 
it may be alfo called the old Chinefe city, becaufe 
when the Chinefe were expelled the other city, fome 
of them retired into this, whilft others fled towards 
the northern provinees, and were at length obliged to 
quit the country, becaufe not only the hOufes of the 
néw city, built heretofore by Yang lo, about the 
year 1405, when the court left Nanking, but the 
lands adjoining to the city, and to the neighbouring 
cities, to a certain diftance, were diftributed among 
the Tartars, with a perpetual exemption from all taxes 
whatever. In lefs than cighty years the Tartars are fo 
greatly increafed, that they occupy almoft all the new 
city; the Chinefe poffefs the remainder, fo that there 
is no place empty in this, although there is a vacancy 
in the old city. 

Tue circuit of the walls of the two cities together, 
without taking in the fuburbs, has been meafured, and 
does not exceed filty-rwo Chinefe lys, fo that iris lef 
than Nanking ; bot there is a vaft differetice berween 
the height, the breadth, and the beauty of the walls of 
thefe two cities: thofe of Peking are grand, and 
worthy of the capital of the greateft empire of the 
world ; bat thofe of Nanking are ‘narrow, and do not 
feem wo have exceeded thofe of the old city of Peking, 
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gphich are no better than the walls of the common cities 
‘of the empire. A horfeman may afcend the walls of 
the new city bya ramp of a great length; in feveral 
places there are houfes built for a Corps du Garde: 
the rowers are built within bow-thot of each other; 
one of which, after « certain number, is much larger 
than the others, in which may be placed {mall bodies 
of referve. The gates of the city, which are high and 
well vaulted, fupport very large pavillions nine fto- 
ries bigh ; each ftory has openings cither of windows 
or port-holes; the lowelt ftory forms a large hall, 
where the officers and foldiers retire who come off the 
guard, as well as thofe who are to relieve the guard, 
Before each gate there is an open fpace left of above 
three hundred and Gixty feet, which ferves for a parade, 
furrounded by a femicircular wall, equal in height and 
breadth to that which inclofes the city, into which 
parade the entrance is always on that fide which does 
not face the great road which comes into the city; 
this way is again commanded by anviher puvite 
lion like the firft, fo that as the cannon of one 
can demolifh all the houfes of the town, the can- 
non of the other commands the neighbouring coun- 
try. 5 
ALL the gates of the city, which are nine in num- 
ber, have a double pavillion built alike on the plat~ 
form of the walls, and furnithed with artillery; any 
other fort or citadel would be needlefs, for thefe for- 
tifcations are mote than fufficient to keep the people 
ip obedience. 

Tux ftreets of this great city are ftrait, almoft all 
laid out with a line, at leaft a league in length, and 
about one hundred and twenty feet wide, with fhops 
for the moft parton both fides of the way : It isa pity 
there is fuch a difference between the ftreets and the 
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houfes, which are poorly built in front, and very low, 
It is furprifing to {ce the innumerable multitude of 
people who croud thefe ftreets, and «not a woman 2- 
mongft them, and the confufion caufed by fuch a vai 
number of horfes, mules, affes, camels, carts, waggons 
and chairs, without reckoning the various crouds of 
‘one hundred or two hundred men in the frets, at 
fome diftance from each other. All the riches and 
the merchandizes of the empire are continually pour- 
ing into this city: It is ufual either:to be carried in 
a chair, or more commonly to ride through the ftreets; 
it iseafy to find hackney-horfes or chairs in many 
places; for twelve or fifteen pence one may hire a 
horfe or a mule for a whole day; and as the great 
crouds of people fill all the fireets, the owner of the 
shorfe or mule often leads his beaft by the bridle in or- 
der to make way ; thefe people know exaétly the firect 
and boufe where any confiderable perfon lives: there 
is -alfo a book fold, which gives an exact account 
where every perfon lives that has any public employ- 
ment. 

Tue governor of Peking, who is a Mantcheou Lar- 
tar of diftinétion, is called (Kiou men titou) the ge- 
eral of the nine gates; and the people, as well as 
the foldiers, are under his jurifiétion in every thing 
that relates to the civil government and the: public 


‘Tus policy cannot be exceeded, and it is furprifing 

to fee the perfect tranquillity that. is maintained a- 
~ mong fuch an almoft infinite number. of Chinefe 
and’Tartars. It feldom happens in many years, that 
any houfe is broken open by thieves, or that any 
murder is committed: there is indeed fuch exat or- 
Wee Retin hia evtine bonnes 
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erimes thould be berarvesne with by. rvna oes 
ity 

aus ridge Ricersjesbicerclale by a ‘i 
from one gate to another, have feveral Corps de Garde. 
Night and day the foldiers, with their fwords by their 
fides, and whips in their hands, are ready to chaf- 
tife thofe who make any difturbance ; they have power 
to take into cuftedy whoever refills or creates any quar> 
rel. s 
Tue little ftreets, which come into the greater) have 
gates made in the manner of a lattice, which do not 
prevent feeing all that pafs along; they are guarded 
by the Corps de Garde placed over againft thenvin 
the great ftreet: there are alfo fome foldiers on duty 
about the middle pf almoft all thefe ftreets: the lat 
tice gates-are fhut at night by the Corps de Garde, 
and are feldom opened but to perfons known, who 
carry a lanthorn in their hand, and who give a good 
reafon for coming out, fuch as it would-be to fetch a 
phylician, 

As {oon as the firft ftroke is given by the watch 
on a great bell, a foldier or two come and go 
from one Corps de Garde to the-othery and as 
they walk along they play continually on a fort of 
rautle. 

Tuey do not fuffer any perfon to go sbourat night, 
and they examine thofe who are fent upon the em> 
peror's bufinels; if they find their anfwers any way 
fafpicious, they put them in cultody of the Corps.de 
Garde: this Corps de Garde mouft alfo anfwer every 
call of the centinel who ‘is on duty: It is by this 
beautiful order, which is obferved with the greatelt 
Mri€tnefs, that.peace, filence, and fafety reign, through~ 
cut the city: eesti arb _ 
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comes when leaft expeéted, but the officers alfo wi 
keep guard on the walls, and on the pavillions of 
the gates, where they beat the watches on great 
drums of brafs, fend fubalterns to examine the quar- 
ters which belong to their refpeftive gates : the leaf 
negleé is punithed the next day, and the officer is 
broken. . 

* Tuts exaét difcipline, which prevents all nocturnal 
affemblies, will no doubt appear very extraordinary in| 
Europe, and will not pleafe perfons of quality, the rich, 
and what we in general call the Grand Monde: but is| 
it not the duty of the principal perfons of a ftate to| 
prefer good order and public fecurity to -diverfions, 
which give ‘rife to an infinite number of attempts, 
againft the goods and lives of the inbabitants? No-| 

thing appears more agreeable to reafon, fince the Tar+ | 

tars, a people without learning, lately {come from the 

midft of woods and forefts, and who are not enlight- 

ened by the true religion, are governed by thefe prin- 

ciples, and by this prudent vigilance cut off the root 

of the many crimes which are but too common in 

fates, which are not fo well regulated. This regula- 

tion is indeed very expenfive to the emperor, for part | 
‘of the foldiers 1 have mentioned are kept entirely to 

take care of the ftreets : they are all foot, and their pay is 

Jarge: befides their watching night and day, it is their 

duty to fee that every perfon cleans the fireet before 

his door, that it is fwept every day, and watered night 

and morning in dry weather, and that the dirt is ta- 

ken away after rains and as the ftreets are very wide, — 
one of their chief employments is to work themfelves, 

and'to keep the middle of sand ftreets very clean for 
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or mix it with other dry earth, fo that two hours af- 
ter geeat rains one may go clean to all parts of the 
town. 

Ir the writers of fome relations have affirmed that 
the ftreets of Peking are commonly very bad, they 
mult mean thofe of the old town, which are narrow 
and not fo well kept as the others for in the new 
town the foldiers are continually employed to keep 
the ftreets clean, even when the emperor is abfent. 
‘There is. a, fecond wall in the new city, which is but 
low and narrow, yet it is adorned with great gates, 
where a guard is kept: This wall is called (Hoang 
tching,) the imperial wall; its fouthern gate is alfothe 
gate of the emperor’s palace, about one hundred fa- 
thom diftance from the principal gate of the city, and 
which bas the fame fituation, and is called Sien men by 
the people; though the true name (Tching yan men) 
the gate fronting the mid-day fun, is infcribed on it 
in Tartar and Chinefe, 

Tuts palace is a prodigious heap of great buildings 
of vaft courts and gardens ; it is enclofed by-a wall of 
brick about twelve Chinefe lys round : this wall has 
battlements along the courtaine, and is adorned with 
little pavillions at the angles; over each gate there isa 
more lofty pavillion, flronger built, aad fusrounded by 
agallery, which is upported by pillars, and refembles 
our petiflyle: this is properly called tbe palaces bee 
caule this compa(s includes the apartments of the em= 
Peror and his family. 

Tae fpace which is between the firft wall (Hoang 
tching) and the inclofure of the palace is above fifteen 
lys in circumference, and is taken up by houfes which 
belong to particular officers of the emperor's houfhald, 
€rto the curuchs, or to the various tribunals, fome of 
Which have the carc of providing neceflarice for the fer-- 
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vice of the prince, and the’others are to preferve the 
peace, to judge all difputcs, and determine all caufes, 
and to punith the faults committed iby the fervants of 
the imperial family. 

Notwirhstanpine, in cafe of any flagrant crimes 
fully proved, thefe tribunals of the palace, called 
the inner tribunals, fend the eriminals to the exte- 
rior tribunals, which are the great tribunals of the 
empire. 4 

ALTHOUGH the architeCture of the imperial palace 
is entirely different from the European, yet it ftrikes 
the eye, by the grandeur and regular difpofition of the 
apartments, and by the ftruéture of the roofs, which 
Nave four fides, and rife very high. The whole is 
covered with varnifhed tiles of fuch a beautiful yel- 
low, that at a diftance they appear almolt as bright 
as if they were gilt: another roof as bright as the | 
former fprings from the walls, and ranges all round 
the buildings, and this is. fupported by a forelt of 
beams, goilts, and fpars, alt japaned with gold flowers 
on agreen ground; this fecond roof, with the pro- 
je€tion of the firft, make a fort of crown to thefe 
Mrugtures, which has a very fine eficét: whatever 
difference thete may be in the golt of architecture, it 
is certain that thefe apartments, with their courts. fur- 
rounded by galleries, and ranged one after the other 
in regular order, form one entire ftructure, which is 


extremely grand, and worthy the greateft empire of the 
world, 


Due terraffes upoa which the apartments are built, 
contribute very much to give them that air of gran- 
deur, which ftrikes the cye: thefe terraifes are about 
fifteen foot high, cafed with pacar eget 
“with ballifters of pretty good workmanthip, and 
only at the fleps placed on cach fide, and in the mid 
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de and of the front; the afcent in the mid- 
die is only a of marble confifting of one or two 
blocks, having neither fteps nor landing-place. No- 
perfon is permitted to pafs this way into the apart- 
ments, the emperor alone is carried through in his co- 
vered chair upon days of ceremony. ‘Thefe terrafles,, 
before the windows of the apartments, make a broad 
platform, paved with marble, which in their length: 
from caf} to welt always project feven or eight feet be- 
yond the building ; fuch is the apartment where the 
emperor refides, and fuch is that which is more tothe 
fovth, and which is open to all the Mandarines of the 
empire 5. it is called (Tair ho tien) the hall of the grand, 
union. it 
* Tue Mandarines range themfelves. in the court of 
this ball on the days appointed for the ceremonies, 
which are fettled by the laws of the empire, to re~ 
new their homage: thefe ceremonies are performed: 
as well in the abfence of the emperor, as when he 
is prefent; it is very common to ftrike the forehead om 
the ground before the gate of the palace, r before 
one of the royal halls, with the fame ceremonies and 
refpedt as before the emperor himfelf feated.on the- 
throne. 

Tus hall is abeut one hundred and thirty feet» 
long, and almeft fquare; the cieling is carved works. 
japaned green, and charged with gilded dragons; the 
pillars within, which fupport the roof,. are about fix 
or feven feet in circumference at the bottom, in+ 
crufted with a kind of pafte, and japaned. withred 5 
the pavement. is partly covered with an ordinary. 
fort of carpets, imitating thofe of Turkeys the walle 
are defticute of all ornament, very well whited, but: 
without tapeliry 5 looking glaffcs, fconces, or paints 
o-- 
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Tue throne, which is in the midft of the hall, 
confifts of a lofty alcove, very neat, but not magni- 
ficenty and without any infeription but the word 
Ching, which feveral authors have tranflared by the 
word Holy; but it is notalways ufed in that fenfe, 
for it is fometimes better interpreted by the Latin 
word Eximius, and by the Englith words Excellent, 
Perfeét, Wifeft: on the platform before the ball are 
placed great and mafly veffels of brafs, igpwhich 
perfumes are burnt during the ceremony, and can- 
dlcflicks made in the thape of birds, large enough to 
hold flambeaus: this platform is continued beyond 
the hall (Tai ho tien,) extending towards the north, 
and has two other leffer halls, but which are bid 
from ‘fight by the (Tai ho tien 5) one of thofe fmaller 
halls is a very pretty circular room with windows, 
on ‘all fides, and thining with japan of various co- 
Yours. “Here the emperor (as is affirmed) repofes 
fome time before and after the ceremony, and changes 
his habit. 

‘Tuts circular hall is but a few paces diftant froma 
fecond, that,is longer than wide, the door of which 
fands towards the north. The emperor is obliged to 
pafs throvgh this door when he comes from his apart~ 
ment to afcend the throne, and there to receive the 
homage of the whole empire: he is then carried ina 
chair, by chairmen dreffed in a long red velt embroi- 
dered with Glk, and wéarirg a cap with a kind of plume 
of feathers. 

‘Tare court which is before this imperial hall (Tai 
ho tien) is the Jargeft in the palaces it is at leaft three 
hundred feet long, and two hundred and fifty wide: 
wpon the gallery which furrounds it are the emperor's 
magazines of all valuable goods, for the treafure. of 
finances of the empire are kept in the fovereign tribu- 
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nal (Hou pou :) thefe magazines are opened on cer~ 
tain occafions, as upon creating an heir to the em- 
pires or an emprefs, or queen, &c. One contains 
vafes and other works of different metals; a fecond 
hasa valt quantity of the fineft fort of fkins; in a 
third are kept many habits lined with various furrs of 
foxes, ermine, or zibelinc, which the emperor fome- 
times beftows on his fervants ; there are fome of pres 
ciows ftones, of uncommon curious marble, and of 
pearls which are found in Tartary: the greateft ma- 
gazine confifts of two low flories, and is full of chefts 
of drawers, which hold all manner of filks that are 
made on purpofe for the emperor, and his family at 
Nanking, Hang tchcou, and Sou tcheou: thefe are 
the bet filks of the empire, becaufe they are made 
under the careand direétion of a Mandarine, who 
prefides over thofe works, and who would be pu 
nifhed if they were not in the greateft perfecti- 
on. 
Tue other magazines are for arrows, bows, and fad 
dies, whether they are made at Peking, brought from 
foreign countries, or prefented by great princes, and 
defigned for the ufe of the emperor and his children, 
‘There is one, alfo where they collect all the moft exe 
guifite forts of tea that ase to be found in China, with 
‘arious forts of fimples, and other drugs which are molt 
in efteem. 

Tis gallery has five doors; one to the eaft, ano- 
ther to the weft, and three more in the fouth front, 
bur thofe in the middle are never opened but for the 
emperor: the mandarines, who come to perform the 
pores” before the imperial ball, enter by the fide 


‘Tune is nothing extraordinary in this front 5 it has 
3 large court before it, the defcent to which is bys 
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ftait-cafe of marble, adorned with two great lions 
copper, and a baluftrade.of white, marble; the. 
are made in the thape of a horfethoe, on the bank of 
little ferpentine river that runs through the palace, 
ver which there are bridges of the fame matter. 
would, be endlefs to deferibe all. the edifices of this 
laces thefe are the mo(t magnificent in the opinion 
the Chinefe and the Tartarsy, and are fufficient to giv 
an idea of this work. 

Tue palaces of the enperor’s, children, and th 
other princes of the blood, are very neat within, ex: 
tremely capacious, and built at a great expence ; th 
fame deGgn runs throvgh the body of the work, an 
in the ornaments, viz. a row of courts, adorne 
with buildings on the fides, and in front a hall 
japaned, and .aifed on a platiorm three or fou 
feet high, bordered. with great blocks of hewn ftone, 
and paved with lange (quare tiles: the doors, whic! 
generally open into fome by-ftrcets little frequen! 
edy have no other ornament than two lions of brafj 
er white fone of but indifferent. workmanthip,, with 
ut any order of architeiure, or any fculpture it 
fone, fuch as there generally is in the triumph: 
arches. 

» Das tribunals of the foyercign jurifdidtions are alf 
pf val extent,. but ill built, and worfe repaired 5 th 
are.no ways anfwerable tothe majefty of the empire. 
oe Tux frit, which is the Lii pou, recommends th 
andarines, who are to govern the people. 

‘Tux fecond (Hou pou) fuperintends the tribute. 

. Tux third (Li pox) is to maintain the rights 
seuftoms of the empire. , 
* Tue fourth (Ping pou) has the care of the 
and of the pofts which are im the great roads, 
which are maintained at the emperor's expences 
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ic works. 
Aut thefe tribonals are divided into differentrooms, 
mong which the bufineds is diftributed ; there are not 
he fame number of rooms in each tribunal, fome hav= 
ing much more employment than others. ‘Phere are 
feveral inferior tribunals. under thele fix fovereign 
courts; for inftance, the tribunal of the mathematics 
{Bin tien kien) is dependant on the third I mention> 
ed; it is alfo divided into two rooms, of which the 
principal and moft numerous (Li ko) has the care of 
calculating the motions of the plancts, and /of every 
thing that belongs to aftronomy: the other (Lu-kou) 
befides its proper bufinefs, is cmployed to determine 
the days moft convenient for marriages, funerals, and 
other actions of the civil government, about which they 
take but little trouble, copying generally an ancient 
Chinefe book, in which thefe things are already fettled, 
actording to the current year of the fexagenary cycle, 
or Chinefe century. 
Tues fix foreign courts do not meddle with af 
fairs of (tate, but when. they are referred to them by 
the emperor, who commands them to deliberate upon 
{uch affairs, orto put them in execution: upon thefe 
cceafions, as they ftand in necd of cach other, they 
are obliged to agree together, to the end that the mo 
ney, the troops, the officers, and the equipages.may be 
teady by the day appointed; except in thefe cules. c+ 
very court is confined to their own proper. bulinefs, 
and they have undoubtedly employment enough. In 
Tach a waft country as China, ifthe care of repairing 
the works, the government of the troops, 
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the regulation of the’ finances, the 
of juftice, and efpecially the choice of magi 
‘being different funétions, were united under o1 
tribunal, it would certainly produce a confufon 
their refolutions, and a flownefs in aétion, that woul 
ruin every thing; hence it was expedient to 
fuch a number of mandarines, both at court and in 
provinces. 

Bur asin fuch a multitude it would be difficult 
find the proper perfon to apply to upon particular 
finefs, to remedy this inconvenience there is a boo! 
fold, which may be called, the State of China, whicl 
contains all the officers names, their furnames, thei 
employments, and diftinguithes their degrees of dottor 
batchelor, &c. and whether Tartar or Chinefe: it alii 
fthews in particular the changing of the officers of thi 
army, as well thofe that are in garrifons, as thofe tha 
are in the field ; and to denote thofe changes without 
reprinting the book, they make ufe of moveable cha 
sadters. 

Aut the Tartar families live at Peking, or in it 
neighbourhood, and are not fuffered to remove from 
thence without the fpecial order of the emperor 5 hence 
it is that all the Tartar troops, who compofe the em: 
peror’s, arc always in a manner near his perfon; here 
tare alfo fome Chinele troops, who formerly enterec 
into the fervice of the Tartars, and who are calledor 
this account the Tartarifed Chinefe ; they are well paid, 
and always ready to fly, on the firft order, to extin- 
guith the fire of fedition wherever it breaks out, which 
is performed with wonderful fecrecy and expedition. 

‘Twes& troops are divided into eight bodies, each of 
which hgsa banner diftinguithed by the colours, viz. 
yellow, white, red and blue; or by the border, viz. 










Te eT 
~ - 7 
The Curnest Travecter. 65 


yellow with a red border, white with a red border, 
red with a white border, and blue with a red border. 

The green belongs to thofe troops that are entirely 
Chinefe, which are therefore called (Louw ki) The fol- 
diers of the green banner. Each banner of the Tare 
tars has a gengral, called in Tartar Mantcheou, Cou 
Santa: This gencral.has under him feveral great offi- 
cers (Meireintchain) who are like our licutenant-ge- 
nerals, and on whom depend feveral other officers fu+ 
bordinate-to each other: As each body is at prefent 
compofed of Mantcheoux Tartars, Mongol Tartars, or 
of Chinefe Tartarifed, the general has under him two 
officers of each nation: Each body has 10,c00 effec~ 
tive men, divided into 100 (Nu rous) companies, each 
of 100 foldiers; fo that if we reckon the emperot’s 
houfhold, and thofe of fuch a number of princes, who 
have their attendants (Po jo nu rous) with the pay of 
officers and foldiers, we fhall readily allow the truth of 
that common opinion, that there are always 100,000 
horfemen maintained at Peking. 

By this we may judge of the forces of the empire 
for belides the cavalry I have mentioned, if we fhould 
reckon the foot foldiers that are at Peking, thofe along 
the great wall, in the vaft number of forts built to de« 
fend it (though they are not fo numerous as when they 
feared the irruptions of the Tartars) with the other fore 
ces fcattered through the empire, it would be found 
thaf the number will amount to 600,000, as itis afe 
firmed; fo that we may fay, that China keeps up, in 
time of the molt profound peace, an army able to re+ 
fiftthe moft formidable powers, and that only to main= 
tain the public tranquillity, to provide againft fedi« 
tions, to extinguith the {mallet {parks of ares 
volt. b ra 
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Swcu a valt body as China mutt neceffarily be te 
ribly agitated upon any commotion, therefore all « 
Policy of the Chinefe magiftrates is exerted to preven 
and flifle immediately all public diftyrbances: There 
‘no pardon to be expeéted for a mandarine whofe 
ple revolt; let him be never fo innocent, he is at | 
looked upon as a perfon of no talents, who ought to 
deprived of his employment (if he punithed in the m 
gentle manner) by the tribunals of the court, to whic! 
thefe matters are always referred by the viceroys a1 
governors of the provinces : Thefe tribunals deliber 
upon the information, and prefent their opinion to tl 
emperor, who confirms or rejes it. 

Taxse fovereign courts have no fuperior but 
emperor, or the grand council: When this prin 
thinks convenient to call one upon fome important:al 
fair'which has been already decided by one of 
courts, they prefent their opinions in writing on thi 
day appointed, and often treat with the emperor hi 
felf, who confirms or reje€ts them by figning: thi 
with his own hand: If he retains them, they wait fom 
time for bis orders, and it is then the bufinefs of th 
great mandarine, in Chinefe, Colao, and in Tat. 
tar, Alio gata, to Jearn his pleafure. 

Tue popers prefented by the prefidents of thefe fo 
vereign courts, called in Chinefe, Chan chu, and i 
‘Tartar, Alia gamba, ought to begin with a title of t 
fubjedt of the bufinels it relates to, and end with ‘the 
opinion of the court, whofe cognizance tbe affair pro- 
perly belongs to. 

‘Tax emperor difpofes in the fame manner of all the 
employments in the empire, without being obliged)to 

give; them to tbofe that are eqpoted 5 sige? he 
generally confirms them, after baving bimifelf exa- 
mined thofe who have drawn their employments by 
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Jot. As to the chief pofts of Tfong tou and vice- 

‘are always named by the emperor him~- 
felf: It will fearcely be believed that the~prefent 
emperor ‘condefcends to examine himfelf the crowd 
of Mandarines, of which fome are advanced to fue 
perior offices, and others entering upon the firft 
employments; neverthelefs it is certainly true, and 
this thews his great application to the government of 
the ftare, he’ will fee every thing with his own) eyes, 
and will truft no perfon in chufing magiftrates for the 
People. 

Hrs authority is abfolute, and almoft unlimited : A 
prince of the imperial blood cannot ufe the titles, nor 
receive the honours of his rank, without the empe- 
ror’s permiffion; and if his behaviour does not anfwer 
the expectation of the public, he lofes his quality and 
revenues by the emperor's order, and is only diftin+ 
guithed afterwards by the ycllow girdle, which is worn 
both by men and women of the imperial family, and 
who have a tolerable penfion out of the royal treafu+ 

There is no remedy, by the laws, againit the a 
bufe of authority, but by the way of remonftrances 
for this: purpofe the laws have eftablithed public cen- 
fors, whofe duty it is to admonith the emperor by pe- 
titions, which are difperfed through the empire, and 
which the emperor cannot reject without hurting his 
reputation; the nation looking upon this-employment 
as an heroic bravery, the emperor would do ahem 
too much honour, dif he fhould happen to ufe them 
ill, and draw upon himfelf fome odious namety which 
sthe biftorians would with great care tranfmit to polte- 
rity. 
‘Tuscenfors feldom or never will be denied: If the 
court or the great tribunals endeavour to evade the ju- 
fice of the complaints, by fome rebuff, they return to 
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the charge, and make it appear that have not 
fwered conformably to the laws. ad of thefe 
fors have perfevered two years together in accufin; 
Niceroy fupported by the grandees, without mindi: 
delays and oppofitions, or being terrified at the 
alarming menaces, till at length the court has 
forced to degrade him, that it might preferve the g 
opinion of the people. 

Bur if in this fort of combat between the prince 
the fate, in whofe name the cenfor fpeaks, the prin 
happens to yield, he is immediately praifed for it in} 
Public manner, and loaded with panegyrics by 1 
whole empire; the fovercign courts of Peking retui 
him thanks, and what he has done for juftice is eftee 
‘ed a fingular favour. 

Iris owing to this good order which is obferved 
Peking, and that fers an example to other places, thi 
the empire enjoys fuch a long peace and happy trai 
quillity : Ir may alfo be attributed to.the favourable 
tuation of China, which has no neighbours but little 
tions, that are half barbarians, and unable to un 
dertake ‘any thing againft uch a valt kingdom, whili 
its forces are well united under the authority of thei) 
fovercign. The Mantcheoux, who conquered jt, took 
advantage of the troubles of the flate, which was o- 
Yer-run with rebels and robbers, and were brought in 
by the faithful Chinefe, who defired to revenge the 
death of the emperor. 

Bessne the general juri(diAion that Peking has o- 
‘wer the whole empice by its fovereign courts, it has al- 
fo a particular diftri€t which contains twenty-fix cities, 
fix of which are of the fecond order, and twenty of 
‘the third. . 
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ORE 
Of the Pouicr and Government of Cina. 


MONGST the feveral models and plans of go- 
A vernment which the ancients framed, we fhall 
perhaps mect with none fo perfect and exaét as is that 
of the Chinefe monarchy. The ancient lawgivers of 
this potent empire, formed it in their days very little 
different from what itis in ours. Other ftares accor- 
ding to the common fate of the things of this world, 
are fenfible of the weaknefs of infancy; are born mi+ 
fhapen and imperieé&t; and like men they owe their 
perfeétion and maturity to time. China feems more 
exempted from the common laws of nature; and as 
though God himfelf had founded their empire, the plan 
of their government was not a whit lefs perfect in its 
cradle, than it is now after the experience and trial of 
four thoufand years. 

Duxine all which time the Chinefe had never fo 
much as heard of the name of republic; and when 
lately, on the Hollanders’ arrival, they heard of it, it 
feemed fo ftrange to them that they have fcarcely yet 
done admiring at it. Nothing could make them un- 
derftand how a ftate could regularly be governed with- 
out a king, they looked upon a republic to be a monfter 
with many heads, formed by the ambition, headinefs, 
and corrapt inclination of men in times of public dif 
order and confufion. 

A‘s they bear an averfion to republican government, 
fo are they yet more fet againft tyranny and oppreffion; 
which they {ay proceeds not from the abfolutenefs 
of the'prince’s power, for they cannot be too muuch 
their fubjedts” mafters; but from the prince’s own 
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wildnefs, which neither the voice of nature, nor 
of opinion that the obligation which is laid on th 
kings not to.abufe their power, is rather a means 
confirm and efablith them, than to, occafion th 
ruin ;, and that this dfeful conftrainn which they th 
felves lay on their paliions does no more dimini(h thei 
power or authority here on earth, than the like co: 
ftraint derogates from the majefty and power of ul 
Almighty, who is not the, Icfs powerful becaufe h 
cannot do evil. . 

An unbounded authority which the laws give 1 
emperor, and a necellity which the fame laws Jay 1) 
on him to ufc that authority with moderation andidit 
cretion, are the two props which haye for fo man' 
ages fupported this great fabric of the Chinefe mo, 
narchy, The firft principle thereof that is inflille 
into the people, is to refpect their prince with fo hig! 
a veneration as almoft to adore him. ‘They ftile hi 
the fon of heaven, and the only maflér of the worl 
His commands are indifputable, his words carry n¢ 
lefs authority with them than if they were oracles; ir 
Short every thing that comes from him is facred. He 
isfeldom feen, and never fpoken to but on the knees, 
The grandees. of the court, the princes of the blood, 
nay his own brothers bow to the ground, nat only when 
he is prefent, but even before his throne; and there 
are fet days every week or month, in which the nobi- 
lity aflemble, who mect in one of the courts in the pa- 
Jace, to acknowledge the auchérity of their prince by 
their moft [ubmiflive adorations, though he perhaps be 
aot there in perfon. J 

Wuen he is ill, efpecially if dangeroufly, the pa- 
Jace is full of Mandarines of every order, who fpend 
night and day, ina large court, in habits proper for 
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the occafion, to exprefs their own grief, and to alk 
of heaven their prince’s. cure. “Rain, fnow, cold, or 
any other inconveniences excufe them not from the 
performance of this duty; and as long as the em- 
peror is.in pain, or in danger, any one that faw the 
people would think that they fear nothing but the lofs 
-of him. 

Bgsipgs, intereft is no {mall occaGion of the great 
refpet which is thown him by bis fubjcéts ; for as foon 
as he is proclaimed emperor, the whole authority of 
the empire is in his hand, and the good or ill fortune 
of his fubjeéts is owing wholly to him. 

Frast, All place. in the empire are in his difpofal, 
he, ws them on whom he thinks fit; and befides, 
he 16 to be looked upon as the difpofer of them the 
more, becaufe none of them are ever fold. Merit, that 
is honefty, learning, long experience, and efpecially a 
grave and fober behaviour, is the only thing confidere 
ed in the candidates, and no other confiderations can 
lay any claim to favour. Neither is this all, that he 
hath the choice of all officers of ftate; but if he dif- 
likes their management when cholen, he difmifles or 
changes them without more ado, A_ peccadillo has 
herctofore been thought enough to render a Mandarine 
incapable of continuing in his place; and 1 am told 
that a governor of one of their cities was turned out, 
becaule on a day of atdience his cloaths were thought 
too gay to become the gravity of his office; the empe- 
roc thinking a perfon of that humour not fit to fill 
fuch a place, or to act as a magiftrate who reprefents 
his prince. 

I mpfelf faw at Peking an example of this fovercign 
power, at which I was the more furprifed becaufe it 
was brought about with fo little difturbunce. It was 
difcovered that three Colaos (who arc Mandariscs as 
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honourable for their places among the Chinefe, as 
minifters of (tate are amongft us) had taken money 
derhand for fome fervices done by them in the 
tion of their office. The emperor, who was inform 
ed of it, took away their falaries immediately, — 
dered them without farther trouble to retire. 
became of the two firlt, or how they were rag 
‘cannot tell; but the other, who had a great while bee: 
a magiftrate, and was as much efteemed for his un 
derflanding as he was refpeéted for his age, was con; 
demned to look after one of the palace gates amongfl 
other common foldiers, in whofe company he 
Jifted. | 
1 faw him myfelf one day in this mean conditiin } 
‘he was upon duty as a common centinel; when I pal 
fed by him I bowed to him, as indeed every one elfe 
did; for the Chinefe {till refpeted in him the flen: 
der remains of that honour which he had juft before 
poffefied. 

1 mutt confefs I foon left wondering at fo fevere a 
punifhment inflicted on fo great a man; when I faw 
after what manner even the princes of the blood them- 
felves‘were ufed, One of them was a mighty lover of 
fports, efpecially of cock-fighting (which is a ufual di- 
verfion in the Eatt, and the obftinacy of thefe creatures, 
which armed with gavelocks, fight till they die with 
aft incredible fkill and couragé is very Curprifing.) 
The emperor did not think it amifs that this prince 
fhould {pend a few hours in fuch fort of diverfions. 
He knew that great men have fpare time as well as 
others; and that it docs not derogate from any man’s 
charaéter co throw away an hour or ewo fometimes in 
thote diverfions which are more fuitable to young pto- 
ple, and that it is not at all improper for men of un- 
deritanding and gravity to condcfcend to mean and or= 
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inary fports, in order to give fome relaxation and eale 
to their weary fpirits. Neverthelefs, he could not bear 
to fee him fpend bis whole time in things fo much be- 
Jow his quality, and fo unbeconfing his years; he there~ 
fore told him of it; but finding that his admonition 
did not work with him, the emperor refolved to make 
an example of him, and did therefore declare that he 
had forfeited his title and honour of prince ; he was 
befides deprived of his retinue, his falsry and his qua- 
lity, until he thould by fome great and extraordinary 
aétion make it appear to the whole kingdom that be 
‘was not unworthy of the blood from whence be 
{prang. 

‘Tue emperor went yet a ftep farther, for perceiving 
that the number of the princes of the blood was very 
great, and that the ill conduét of many of them might 
in time bring their quality into contempt : he publith- 
ed an order that none fhould hereafter bear that cha~ 
rater without bis exprefs leave, which he gave to none 
but thofe who by their virtue, underftanding, and dili- 
gence in their offices, did very well deferve it. 

Sucn adminiftrations in Europe would caufe heart+ 
burnings and fadtions in the ftate ; but in China they 
are brought about without the leaft difturbance; thele 
changes create no manner of trouble if they are done 
for the public good, and not from a perfonal hatred or 
violent paflion; bi if the emperor thould be fo 
far tran{ported as to aét thus to fatisfy his own paffion, 
yet if his government be generally equitable and jult, 
fuch particular ill adminiftrations raife no factions in 
his ubjeéts againit him. 

You will have a plain proof of the abfolutencis of 
the emperor's power from a paflage which happsned 
in a late war with one of the kidge of Tartary. (The 
emperor fent.a mighty army under his brother's com= 
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mand, to punifh the vanity and rathnefs of that puny 
king, who had dared to make inroads into the coun- 
tries of fevcral of the allies of the empire. The Tar- 
Aar, whofe warlike troops fought only an opportunity 
of fignalizing themfelves, advanced to engage the im= 
perial army, and fet upon them with fo much vigour, 
that at laft, notwithltanding he was fo much inferior t 
them in number, he beat them from their ground, and 
forced them to retreat in diforder. 

Tue emperor's father-in-law, an old Tartar, well 
verfed in the trade of war, commanded the artillery, 
and played his part fo well, that he was killed at the 
head of a few, yet brave foldiers, whom he encoura- 
ged as well by his example as by his words; but the 
general was accufed for flying firft, and drawing by 
his flight the reft of the army after him, The em. 
peror, who is-himfelf a man of courage, and an ad+ 
mirer of glory, was lefs troubled at the loft of the 
battle than be was at that of his brother’s honour. He 
fent for him immediately to court, to be tried before 
a council of the blood, whom he affembled in his pa- 
lace. 

‘Te prince, who was on all other accounts a perfor 
of fingular merit, furrendered himfelf with the fame 
humility and fubmiffion, as he could have done hac 
he been the meancit officer in the army, and withou 
Maying till fentence was pronounced he condemnet 
himfelf, and owned that he deferved death. ‘ You 
+ deferve it (faid the emperor) but you ought to re 
cover your Joft honour, to feck your death in th 
“ midit of the enemy's troops, and not here amongl 
us in the midt of Peking, where it can only increali 
your difgrace.” At laft the emperor was incliuabl: 
to pardon him 5 but the princes, who thought them: 
felves in fome mealure difgraced by this aQion, rar 
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neflly begged of the-emperor to ule the utmoft of his 
power to punith him: and his uncle, who affilted at 
the council, treated him with fo mach feorn and 

contempt, that amongft us futh ufage would affli& a- 
ny gentleman fo fenfibly as to go near to break his 
heart. 

‘Te emperor, who has power over the lives of the 
princes of the blood, can certainly difpofe of his other 
fubje&ts: the laws make him fo far mafter of their 
lives, that neither viceroy, nor parliaments, nor any 
other fovereign court throughout the whole empire cau 
execute any criminal without exprefs order from court. 
They are arraigned and tried wp and down in the fe- 
veral provinces, but the fentence is always prefented 
to the emperor, who either confirms or rejects it as he 
pleafes, moft at end he agrees to it, but he very of 
ten cuts off part of the fentence, and makes it lefs ri- 
gorous. 

Seconpiy, Although every one be perfc& mater 
of his eftate, and enjoys his lands free from difturbance 
and moleftation ; the emperor can neverthelefs lay 
what taxes he thinks Gt upon his fubjects to fupply the 
preffing wants, ahd relicve the neceflities of the ftate, 
This power indeed he rarely makes ule of, whether it 
be that the ftanding revenue, and ordinary taxes ate 
fufficient to maintain a war gbroad; or whether it be 
that in a civil-war they are unwilling to run the ha- 
zard of provoking their fubjeGis too much br laying 
too great a load on them. ‘They have likewife a cu- 
ftom every year of exempting one or two provinces 
from bearing their proportion in the tax, efpecially if 
any of them ‘have fuffered through the ficknefs of the 
people; or if the lands through unfeafonable weather 
have nopyielded fo good an increafe as wfual. 

«Iv istrue that the fubfidies which the Jaws grant 
Da 
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are foinconfiderable, that were the Chinefe lefs inda- 
firiotis, or their lands lefs fruitful, this empire, like 
the reft‘of the Indian kingdoms, would “be only a fo- 
ciety of poor and miferable wretches. It is this pro- 
digious income that makes the prince fo: powerful,, 
and that enables him at an hour's warning to raife fe 

» potent and a numerous army to keep his people in o- 
bedience, 

Ir is very difficult to reckon what the revenue of this 
empire amounts to ; becaufe, befide the money that is 
raifed in fpecie, vait fums are paid in goods. After, 
the beft examination which I could get both from the 
officers and from their books, 1 believe thertreafury re: | 
ccives in money about twenty two thoufand crowns 
of China, which the Portuguefe call tacls, cach of 
‘which in our money comes to about fix fhillings. But 
the rice, corn, falt, filks, cloths, and a hundred other 
commodities which they pay in, together with the cu- 
ftoms and forfeited eftates amount to more than fifty 
millions of Chinefe crowns, So that after having al- 
lowed for the goods received into the treafury their va- 
we in Gilver, and having made the neareft and moft 
exs€t calculation poffible, 1 find the ordinary reve~ 
nies of the emperor to amount in ovr money to one 
and twenty millions fix hundred thoufand pounds at 
Jealt. . 4 

Twirpty, The right of making peace and war is 
the emperor's, he may make treatics on what conditions 
he pleafes, provided they be not fuch asare difhonour- 
able to the kingdom. As for the judgments which he 
himfelf pafies,. they are irrevocable, and to have them 
put in execution he need only fend them to his fove- 
reign courts or vice-roys, who dare not in the Ieait 

~de ay regiltering znd publithing them. When)on the 
other aand the fentences pronounced by their paciia- 
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ments or other magi are no ways obligatory till 
and med by the emperor. 
Fourtsty, Another inftance of his fupreme au- 
thority is this, that he has the liberty of making choice 
of his fucceffor, which he may not only chufe from the 
royal family, but from amongit his other fubjects. 
This antient right hath been heretofore put in prac- 
tice with fo much impartiality and wifdom, ag would 
be admirable even ina prince who to his other titles 
beth that of Molt Chriftian. For fome of thefe empe~ 
rors, finding none of their family, though numerous, 
able to fupport the weight of a crown, chufe for their 
fucceffors perfons mean as to their birth and fortunes, 
but eminent for their virtuc, and admirable for their 
underftandings ; faying, that they acted thus not only 
from a defire of their kingdom's good, but alfo out 
of refpeét to the honour and credit of their own chil- 
dren, for whom it would be more glorious to live pri- 
vately, thdn to fit upon a throne expofed to the cen- 
fines and oftentimes to the curfes of all the people. 
“If (faid they) a lofty title could create merit in thofe 
“ who bad it not before, we fhould indeed injure our 
« children im excluding them from the crown. But 
 fince it ferves only to publith and fpread their de- 
 fedts more abroad, we think ourfelves obligedy by 
“ the kindnefs and tendernefs which we bear to them, 
© to keep them from that fhame and difgrace which a 
crown would neceffarily expofe them to.” 
However, examples of this nature have been very 
feldom known, for the emperors for many ages bave 
bounded their choice within the compals of their owa 
families; yet they do not always chufe the oldeft. He 
who now reigns is a younger brother; and fees his el- 
der brother as. dutiful and free from ambition as the 
meanelt of his fubjeéts. The great number of princes 
D3 
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of the blood is with us in Europe as great an occafion 
of fears and jealoufies, but in China it is quite other- 
wife, for at the death of the Jaft emperor of China, 
there were above ten thoufand princes up and down the 
feveral provinces, yet was there no confufion or difor- 
der in the leat; which could certainly proceed from 
nothing but the exceffive authority of this emperor, 
who finds as little trouble in China in governing a mul- 
titude of princes, as other princes do in governing the 
common people. 

FoxTHermMons, the emperor after he has made 
choice of, and publickly owned who fhall be his fuc- 
ceffor, may afterwards exelude him, and renew his 
choice 4 but not unlefs the fovereign courts of Peking 
doina manner give their confent to it; for if he ad 
thus without obferving thefe methods, it would not 
only raife che people’s tongues, but perhaps their hands 
againft him. 

Firrury, The grave itfelf cannot put’an end to” 
Lie power over his fubjedhs, which is exercifed even over 
the dead, whom he cither di/graces or honours (as 
much as if they were alive) when he hath a mind ei- 
ther to reward or punith themfclves or their families. 
He makes fome after their deceafe dukes, others counts, 
and conferring upon them feveral other titles which 
our language knows no name for. He may canonife 
them as faints, or as they fpeak, may make them naked 
Spirits. Sometimes he builds them temples, and if 
their minifiry hath been very beneficial, or their vir- 
tues very eminent, he commands the people to honour 
them as gods. Paganifm hath for many ages autho- 
rifed and countenanced this abufe of religion ; yet this 
reparation religion has from the empire of Chinafor the 
forementioned injury, that ever fince the foundation of 
this empire, the emperor has been always looked upon 
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as the chief pricft and principal fervant of religion; for 
there are fome ceremonies, and public facrifices, which 
he alone is thought worthy to offer up to the great Crea- 
tor of heaven. 

Six sxx, There is another inftance, which though 
of lefs importance than the preceding, yet may ferve as 
well as them to thew how unlimited the authority of 
this emperor is. It is thus the emperor hath power 
to change the figure and character of the letters, to a~ 
bolith any charaéters already received, or to form any 
new one, He may likewife change the names of pro- 
vinces, of cities, of families: he may likewife forbid 
the ufing of anyexpreffion or manner of {peaking, he 
may forbid the ufe of fome expreffions which are ge- 
nerally received, and may bring into ufe and practife 
thofe ways of {peaking which have been looked upon 
as obfolete and uncouth, and this either in common 
difcourfe or in writing. So that cuftom which exer- 
ciles fo unalterable an authority over the Ggnification 
of words, that the Greek and Roman powers were too 
little to fubdue it, and which for that reajon hath by 
fome been called a fantaftical and an unjufl tyrant, e- 
qually commanding both princes and common: people 5 
this cuftom, I fay, of which even in Europe we com- 
plain fo much, is fubmiflive and bumble in China, and 
is content to alter and give away when the emperor 
commands, 

Ont would imagine that this unlimited power thould 
often occafion very unfortunate events in the govern- 
ment, and indeed it fometimes hath, 28 nothing in this 
world is without its alloy of inconvenience. Yet fo 
many are the provifions, and fo wife the precautions 
which the laws have prefcribed to prevent them, that 
a prince mult be wholly infenfible of bis own reputa- 
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tion, and even intereft, as well as of the public good, 
who continues long in the abufe of his authority. 

For ifhe bath any regard for his reparation, there 
are three things which will prevail with him to govern 
by juftice and not paflion. Pirft, the old lawgivers have 
from the firft foundation of the government made this 
a flanding maxim, that kings are properly the fathers 
of their people, and not matters placed on the throne 
only to be ferved by flaves. Wherefore it is that in all ages 
their emperor is called grand-father, and of all his titles 
of honour, there is none which he likes to be called 
by fo well as this (Ta fou.) This idea of their prince 
is fo deeply imprinted in the minds of his people, and 
of his Mandarines, that when they make any panegy- 
rick in the praife of their emperor, it is upon the topic 
of his affection to his people. Their teachers and 
their philofophers conflantly fet forth in their books 
that the Mate is but a large family, and that he who 
knows how to govern the one is the belt capable of 
ruling the other. So that if the prince neglects never 
fo little the practice of this maxim, he may be a good 
warrior, an able politician, a learned prince, and yet 
incet with little or no citeem from his people. They 
do not form their charaéter of their prince from thele 
or fach like qualities, his repetation encreafes or di- 
minifhes with them, in proportion as he is or is not a 
fathet to them. 

Suconp ty, Every Mandarine may tell the emperor 
of bis faults, provided it be in fuch a fubmiffive man- 
ner as is agreeable to that veneration and profound re- 
fpeék which is due to him; this is the manner they 
ufually take to bring it about. The Mandarine who 
perceives any thing in the emperor’s management dif- 
_ agreeable to their conflitution or laws, draws up a re~ 
“ queft, in which, after having fet forth the refpe& which 





be bears towards his imperial majefty, he moft huni- 
bly prays his prince that he will pleale to reflec upon 

the ancient laws and good example of the holy prin- 
ces his predeceffors : afterwards he takes notice where- 

in he apprehends that his prioce has deviated from 

them. 

Turs-requeft lies upon the table among many other- 
petitions which are daily prefeated, and which the 
emperor is obliged to read: if he does not hereupon 
change his conduct, he is put in mind of it again, as 
often as the Mandarine hath zeal and courage to do it, 
for they had need of a great deal of both who dare 
venture thus to expofe themfelves to their prince’s in- 
dignation. 

A little before I arrived at Peking, one who had 
an office in that court, which is appointed for the infpec- 
tion into the mathematics, had the courage to advife 
the emperor in the aforefaid manner, concerning the 
education of the prince his fon, fetting forth, that ine 
ftead of breeding him up to learning and knowledge, 
his tutors made it their whole care and endeavour to 
make him expert in the bulinefs of war, to (hoot with 
the bow, and to manage his arms. Another let the 
emperor know that he went too often from his palace, 
and that contrary to the cuftoms of the antient kings 
he made too long ftays in Tartary. ‘This prince, who 
was one of the moft haughty, as well as the molt po- 
litie governors that ever fat on the throne, feemed to 
pay fome deference and refpeét to their advice. Ne+ 
verthelefs, fince thefe his journeys into Tartary-contri- 
buted much to the preferving of his health, the princes 
of his houfhold begged of him to regard thar more 
than the idle whimlies of particular men. 

As for the mathematician who had troubled himfelf 
with what did not belong to him, the educationof the 
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prince, he was turned out of bis office, and the 
of his fellow-officers, though they had no hand in 
bufine’s, were deprived of a year’s falary. This me- 
thod hath been practifed for a long time in China, and 

* their hiftories take notice that no means has been 
found fo powerful as this to oblige their emperors, 
when they a&t amifs, to return to their duty, although 
this means proves often dangerous to thofe particular 
perfons who make ule of it. 

Tirvxy, if their princes have any regard for their 
reputation, the manner in which theit hiftories are 
wrote, i alone fufficient to keep them within bounds, 
A certain number of men, who for their learning and 
impartiality are purpofely chofen for this affair, remark 
with all the exaétnefs poffible not only all their prince’s 
adlions but alfo his words; each of thefe perfons by 
himfelf, and without communication with the others, 
as things fall out fets them down into a loofe paper, 
and puts thefe papers through a chink into an office 
fet apart for this purpofe. In thefe papers both the 
emperor's virtues and faults are fet down with the fame 
liberty and impartiality. ‘* Such a day (they fay) the 
“ prince's behaviour was unfeafonable and intempe- 

» “ rate, he fpoke after a manner which did not become 
“ his dignity. ‘The punifhment which he infliéted on 
** fuch an cflicer was rather the effedt of his paflion, 
than the refult of bis juflice. In fuch an affair he 
flopped the fword of juftice, and partially abrogat- 
4 ed the fentence pafled by the magiftrates.” Or elfe, 
4¢ He entered conrageouily into a war for the defence 
of his people, aud for the maintenance of the ho- 
“ pour of bis kingdom. Ar fuch atime he made an 
“ honourable peace. He gave fuch and fuck marks of 
* his love to his people, Notwithflandiag the com- 
mendations given him by his facterers, be, was, not 
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% puffed up, but bebaved himfelf modeftly, his words 
« were tempered with all the fweetnefs and humility 
 poffibles which made him more loved and admired: 
“* by bis court than ever.” And in this manner 
they fet down every thing that occurs in his admini- 
ftration. 

Bur that neither fear on the one fide, nor hope on 
the other, may biafs thefe men to a partiality in ther 
account they give of their prince, this office is never 
opened during that prince’s life, or while any of his 
family fit in the throne. When the crown goes in ae 
nother line, which often happens, all thefe loofe me+ 
moirs are gathered together, and after they have coms 
pared them, to come to the more certain knowledge 
of the truth, they from them compofe the hiltory of. 
that emperor, to propofe him as an example to potteri« 
tyy if he have acted wifely, or to expofe him to the 
common cenfure and odium of the people, if he have 
been negligent of his own duty and his people's good. 
When a prince loves honour and glory, and fees that 
it is not in the power of flattery and impofture to per= 
fuade the people to give it him, he will then be cir+ 
cumfpeét and cautious how he behaves himfelf during 
the whole reign. 

Interest, which has a far greater command over 
fome tempers than the Jove of reputation, is as great» 
motive to the emperor to be guided by the antient cu- 
ftoms, and to adhere to the laws. ‘They are fo whole 
ly. made for his advantage, that be cannot violate them 
without doing fome prejudice to his own avthoritys 
nor can he make new and unifual laws, without ex- 
pofing bis kingdom to the danger of change and con» 
fufion. Not that the grandees of his tourt, or his pare 
Jiaments, how zealoufly foever they may feem to alfert 
their.antient cuftoms, are cafily provoked to a revolts 

Dé. 


